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Author / Title Description
ATKINSON, Kate Cambridge is sweltering, during an unusually
Case Histories hot summer. To Jackson Brodie, former

police inspector turned private investigator,
the world consists of one accounting sheet -
lost on the left, found on the right - and the
two never seem to balance. Jackson has
never felt at home in Cambridge, and has a
failed marriage to prove it. Surrounded by
death, intrigue and misfortune, his own life
haunted by a family tragedy, he attempts to
unravel three disparate case histories and
begins to realise that in spite of apparent
diversity, everything is connected... But if his
life is adrift, perhaps Brodie can justify his
existence via his belief that he can do some
good for the people he encounters in his job.
But he is to find that he will be irrevocably
changed by those he is trying to help.

ATWOOD, Margaret | The Blind Assassin is (at least) two novels.
The Blind Assassin | At the end of her life, Iris Griffen takes up her
pen to record the secret history of her family,
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the romantic melodrama of its decline and
fall between the two world wars. Conjuring a
world of prosperity and misery, marriage and
loneliness, the central enigma of Iris's tale is
the death of her sister, Laura Chase, who
"drove a car off a bridge" at the end of the
Second World War. Suicide or accident? The
story gradually unfolds, interspersed with
sketches of Iris's present-day life - confined
by age and ill-health - and a second novel,
The Blind Assassin by Laura Chase. Allowing
a glimpse into a clandestine love affair
between a privileged young woman and a
radical "agitator” on the run, this version of
The Blind Assassin is an overt act of
seduction: the exchange of sex and story
about an imaginary world of Sakiel-Norn (a
play with the potential, and convention, of
fantasy and sci-fi).

AUSTEN, Jane
Persuasion

At twenty-seven, Anne Elliot is no longer
young and has few romantic prospects. Eight
years earlier, she had been persuaded by her
friend Lady Russell to break off her
engagement to Frederick Wentworth, a
handsome naval captain with neither fortune
nor rank. What happens when they encounter
each other again is movingly told in Jane
Austen’'s last completed novel. Set in the
fashionable societies of Lyme Regis and
Bath, Persuasion is a brilliant satire of vanity
and pretension, but, above all, it is a love
story tinged with the heartache of missed
opportunities.

BANKS, lain
The Crow Road

From its bravura opening onwards, The Crow
Road is justly regarded as an outstanding
contemporary novel. ‘It was the day my
grandmother exploded. | sat in the
crematorium, listening to my Uncle Hamish
quietly snoring in harmony to Bach's Mass in
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B Minor, and | reflected that it always
seemed to be death that drew me back to
Gallanach.’ Prentice McHoan has returned to
the bosom of his complex but enduring
Scottish family. Full of questions about the
McHoan past, present and future, he is also
deeply preoccupied: mainly with death, sex,
drink, God and illegal substances.

BANVILLE, John
Untouchable

Brilliant, engaging and highly literate
espionage-cum-existential novel, John
Banville’'s The Untouchable concerns the
suddenly-exposed double agent Victor
Maskell, a character based on the real
Cambridge intellectual elites who famously
spied on the United Kingdom in the middle of
the 20th century. But Maskell--scholar,
adventurer, soldier, art curator and more--
respected and still living in England well past
his retirement from espionage, looked like he
was going to get away with it when
unexpectedly, in his 70s and sick with
cancer, he is unmasked. The question of why,
and by whom assumes less importance for
Maskell than the soul-searching questions of
who, ultimately, he really is, why he spied in
the first place, and whether his many-faceted
existence adds up to an authentic life.
Examines the lives of the Cambridge spies,
and in particular Anthony Blunt. The story is
told by Blunt, in the form of a journal which
starts on the "first day of the new life". The
author uses the "secret life" as a way to
explore the darker realms of the 20th century
and its hidden minds.

BARRY, Sebastian
A Long Long Way

One of the most vivid and realised characters
of recent fiction, Willie Dunne is the innocent
hero of Sebastian Barry's highly acclaimed
novel. Leaving Dublin to fight for the Allied
cause as a member of the Royal Dublin
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Fusiliers, he finds himself caught between
the war playing out on foreign fields and that
festering at home, waiting to erupt with the
Easter Rising. Profoundly moving, intimate
and epic, "A Long Long Way" charts and
evokes a terrible coming of age, one too
often written out of history.

BENNETT, Alan
A Life like other
people’s

Alan Bennett’s A Life Like Other People’s is a
poignant family memoir offering a portrait of
his parents’ marriage and recalling his Leeds
childhood, Christmases with Grandma Peel,
and the lives, loves and deaths of his
unforgettable aunties Kathleen and Myra.
Bennett’'s powerful account of his mother's
descent into depression and later dementia
comes hand in hand with the uncovering of a
long-held tragic secret. A heartrending and at
times irresistibly funny work of
autobiography by one of the best-loved
English writers alive today.

BLAKE, Sarah
The Postmistress

It is 1940, and bombs fall nightly on London.
In the thick of the chaos is young American
radio reporter Frankie Bard. She huddles
close to terrified strangers in underground
shelters, and later broadcasts stories about
survivors in rubble-strewn streets. But for her
listeners, the war is far from home. Listening
to Frankie are Iris James, a Cape Cod
postmistress, and Emma Fitch, a doctor's
wife. Iris hears the winds stirring and knows
that soon the letters she delivers will bear
messages of hope or tragedy. Emma is
desperate for news of London, where her
husband is working - she counts the days
until his return. But one night in London the
fates of all three women entwine when
Frankie finds a letter - a letter she vows to
deliver . ..
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BOYNE, John
The Boy in the
Striped Pyjamas

The story of The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas
iIs very difficult to describe. Usually we give
some clues about the book, but in this case
we think that would spoil the reading of the
book. We think it is important that you start
to read without knowing what it is about. If
you do start to read this book, you will go on
a journey with a nine-year-old boy called
Bruno. (Though this isn't a book for nine-year-
olds.) And sooner or later you will arrive with
Bruno at a fence. Fences like this exist all
over the world. We hope you never have to
cross such a fence.

BOYNE, John
The Congress of
Rough Riders

William Cody grows up surrounded by his
father's tales of Buffalo Bill, to whom he is
distantly related, and his fantasies of the
Wild West. Though he escapes his heritage
by fleeing abroad and starting a new life for
himself, he finds that he is always drawn
back to England and to his ancestry. When
his father proposes that together they should
recreate Buffalo Bill's stage show, "The
Congress of Rough Riders of the World" for a
contemporary audience, William refuses to
have any part of it. When tragedy strikes,
however, it is to his father that he must
eventually return.

BRYSON, Bill
Notes From a Big
Country

After nearly two decades in England, the
humorous and highly popular Bill Bryson
returned to the country of his birth. Gathered
here are 18 months' worth of his "Mail on
Sunday"” columns about that strange
phenomena, the American way of life, in
which he brings his bemused wit to bear on
one of the world's craziest countries.

BUCHAN, John
Greenmantle

It is 1915. Richard Hannay is convalescing
from wounds received fighting in France
when he iIs approached by Sir Walter
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Bullivant of British Intelligence. Bullivant's
son has been working undercover in the
Middle East. The Germans with their Turkish
Allies are planning to stir up a revolt in the
Muslim world that could leave Egypt, India
and North Africa in disarray. The boy has
since been killed. The only clue he left
behind is a piece of paper bearing the words
'Kasredin','’cancer’ and 'v.I'. Hannay must
take up the trail. At stake could be the
outcome of the war. Buchan is a master of
the spy genre, and this astonishingly
prescient and gripping story of danger and
adventure has stood the test of time.

CAREY, Peter
Oscar and Lucinda

Oscar Hopkins is a high-strung preacher's kid
with hydrophobia and noisy knees. Lucinda
Leplastrier is a frizzy-haired heiress who
impulsively buys a glass factory with the
inheritance forced on her by a well-
intentioned adviser. In the early parts of this
lushly written book, author Peter Carey
renders the seminal turning points in his
protagonists’ childhoods as exquisite 19th-
century set pieces. Young Oscar, denied the
heavenly fruit of a Christmas pudding by his
cruelly stern father, forever renounces his
father's religion in favour of the Anglican
Church. "Dear God," Oscar prays, "if it be Thy
will that Thy people eat pudding, smite him!"
Lucinda's childhood trauma involves a
beautiful doll bought by her struggling mother
with savings from the jam jar; in a misguided
attempt to tame the doll's unruly curls, young
Lucinda mutilates her treasure beyond repair.
Neither of these coming-of-age stories quite
explains how the grown-up Oscar and
Lucinda each develop a guilty passion for
gambling. Oscar plays the horses while at
school, and Lucinda, now an orphaned
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heiress, finds comfort in a game of cards
with an odd collection of acquaintances.
When the two finally meet, on board a ship
bound for New South Wales, they are bound
by their affinity for risk, their loneliness and
their awkwardly blossoming (but
unexpressed) mutual affection. Their final
high-stakes folly-- transporting a crystal
palace of a church across (literally)
godforsaken terrain--strains plausibility, and
events turn ghastly as Oscar plays out his bid
for Lucinda's heart. Yet even the
unconvincing plot turns are made up for by
Carey's rich prose and the tale's
unpredictable outcome. Although love proves
to be the ultimate gamble for Oscar and
Lucinda, the story never strays too far from
the terrible possibility that even the most
thunderstruck lovers can remain isolated in
parallel lives.

CHANG, Jung
Wwild Swans

The publication of Wild Swans in 1991 was a
worldwide phenomenon. Not only did it
become the best-selling non-fiction book in
British publishing history, with sales of well
over two million, it was received with
unanimous critical acclaim, and was named
the winner of the 1992 NCR Book Award and
the 1993 British Book of the Year Award. Few
books have ever had such an impact on their
readers. Through the story of three
generations of women -- grandmother, mother
and daughter -- Wild Swans tells nothing less
than the whole tumultuous history of China's
tragic twentieth century, from sword-bearing
warlords to Chairman Mao, from the Manchu
Empire to the Cultural Revolution. At times
terrifying, at times astonishing, always
deeply moving, Wild Swans is a book in a
million, a true story with all the passion and
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grandeur of a great novel. For this new
edition, Jung Chang has written a new
introduction, bringing her own story up to
date, and describing the effect Wild Swans’
success has had on her life.

CHILD, Lee
Killing floor

Margrave is a no-account little town in
Georgia. Jack Reacher jumps off a bus and
walks fourteen miles in the rain, just passing
through. An arbitrary decision, a tribute to a
guitar player who died there decades before.
But Margrave has just had its first homicide
in thirty years. And Reacher is the only
stranger in town. So the murder is pinned on
him. As nasty secrets leak out and the body
count mounts, only one thing is for sure: they
picked the wrong person to take the fall.
Killing Floor introduces Jack Reacher, the
tough ex-military cop of no fixed abode.
Trained to think fast and act faster, with an
eye for the women, he is truly every thinking
reader’s perfect action hero.

CLEAVE, Chris
The Other Hand

The blurb of the book states we don’t want to
tell you too much about this book. It is a truly
special story and we don’t want to spoil it.
Nevertheless, you need to know something,
so we will just say this: It is extremely funny,
but the African beach scene is horrific. The
story starts there, but the book doesn’t. And
it’s what happens afterwards that is most
important. Once you have read it, you’ll want
to tell everyone about it. When you do, please
don’t tell them what happens either. The
magic is in how it unfolds.

CLOSE, Ajay
Forspoken

Bright, attractive and in love, Tracy enjoys a
near-perfect life. Then her sister, Samantha,
comes to stay after 17 years in America,
bringing her angry excess baggage from their
childhood. The sisters hold very different
views of the past - and also, it turns out, of
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the future. (By Perth & Kinross writer-in-
residence).

CLOSE, Ajay
Official & Doubtful

In a Glasgow post office, Nan Megratta
collects illegible, damaged and defaced
letters and delivers them to their
destinations. The Returned Letters Section
offers her anonymity: she is just one more
item lost in the post. That anonymity is
shattered when a blackmail letter crosses
her desk. (By Perth & Kinross writer-in-
residence).

COETZEE, J.M.
Disgrace

Disgrace takes as its complex central
character 52-year-old English professor David
Lurie whose preoccupation with Romantic
poetry--and romancing his students--
threatens to turn him into a "a moral
dinosaur”. Called to account by the
University for a passionate but brief affair
with a student who is ambivalent about his
embraces, David refuses to apologise,
drawing on poetry before what he regards as
political correctness in his claim that his
"case rests on the rights of desire.” Seeking
refuge with his quietly progressive daughter
Lucie on her isolated small holding, David
finds that the violent dilemmas of the new
South Africa are inescapable when the
tentative emotional truce between errant
father and daughter is ripped apart by a
traumatic event that forces Lucie to an
appalling disgrace. Pitching the moral code
of political correctness against the values of
Romantic poetry in its evocation of personal
relationships, this novel is skilful--almost
cunning--in its exploration of David's refusal
to be accountable and his daughter's
determination to make her entire life a
process of accountability. Their personal
dilemmas cast increasingly foreshortened
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shadows against the rising concerns of the
emancipated community, and become a
subtle metaphor for the historical
unaccountability of one culture to another.

COLLINS, Wilkie
The Woman in
White

The Woman in White famously opens with
Walter Hartright's eerie encounter on a
moonlit London road. Engaged as a drawing
master to the beautiful Laura Fairlie, Walter
iIs drawn into the sinister intrigues of Sir
Percival Glyde and his 'charming’ friend
Count Fosco, who has a taste for white mice,
vanilla bonbons and poison. Pursuing
qguestions of identity and insanity along the
paths and corridors of English country
houses and the madhouse, The Woman in
White is the first and most influential of the
Victorian genre that combined Gothic horror
with psychological realism.

CRAWFORD,
Andrew McCallum
Drive!

Drive! is a novel by Scottish writer Andrew
McCallum Crawford. Terry has everything.
He's young, rich and handsome, and has the
build of a champion athlete. Of course, he's
also a hit with the ladies. Perhaps it's no
surprise that his father wants to destroy him.
Terry has to escape. He'd set his sights on
merchant banking, but that's no longer an
option. Should he run away and become an
actor, or should he go for rock superstardom
with Drive!? Surely he's not serious about
flying helicopters? He'd better make up his
mind. Time is running out.

DAVIES, Peter Ho
The Welsh Girl

In 1944, a German Jewish refugee is sent to
Wales to interview Rudolf Hess; in
Snowdonia, a seventeen-year-old girl, the
daughter of a fiercely nationalistic shepherd,
dreams of the bright lights of an English city;
and in a nearby POW camp, a German soldier
struggles to reconcile his surrender with his
sense of honour. As their lives intersect, all
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three will come to question where they
belong and where their loyalties lie. Peter Ho
Davies’s thought-provoking and profoundly
moving first novel traces a perilous wartime
romance as it explores the bonds of love and
duty that hold us to family, country, and
ultimately our fellow man.

DILLON, Des
Me and Ma Gal

In this classic novel of childhood, Des Dillon
takes us through a day in the lives of two
best friends, Derek and Gal. Set against the
Coatbridge Ilandscape of slagpits and
steelworks, they encounter the whole range
of life's challenges in a brief twenty-four
hours. Des Dillon has created a fresh, sharp
and hugely entertaining story of an
innocence that is all too short lived and
vulnerable. It is the story of boyhood
friendship and irrepressible vitality told with
the understanding of the awkwardness,
significance and fragility of young friendship.

DILLON, Des
Six Black Candles

When Caroline's husband Bobby abandons
her for Stacie Gracie, his assistant at the
meat counter, her sisters are quick to decide
that she must be avenged. Their usual
method - a ritual involving pentangles, vodka,
masking tape, a frozen head and of course,
six black candles - is unconventional, but
swift and deadly effective. But does Caroline
really share their enthusiasm to see Bobby
violently dispatched, and will the sisters stop
squabbling for long enough to perform the
spell?

DONOVAN, Anne
Buddha Da

Anne Marie's Da, a Glaswegian painter and
decorator, has always been game for a laugh.
So when he first takes up meditation at the
Buddhist Centre, no one takes him seriously
(especially when his pursuit of the new lama
ends in a trip round the Carmunnock bypass).
But as Jimmy becomes more involved in a
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search for the spiritual, his beliefs start to
come into conflict with the needs of his wife,
Liz. Cracks appear in their apparently happy
family life, and the ensuing events change
the lives of each family member.

DUFFY, Carol Ann
The World’s Wife

Elvis's wimpled sister rocks on in a convent
she calls Graceland; Nancy Sinatra gets out
her boots made for walking with the Kray
Sisters; Mrs Midas misses the touch of her
now dangerous golden-handed husband; and
Queen Herod decrees the Kkilling of each
mother's son to protect her baby daughter in
Carol Ann Duffy's startling new collection
The World's Wife. Doubling is one of the most
common themes--and stylistic ploys--of
Western culture and thought, and the
concept around which Duffy has ingeniously
organised this profoundly playful collection.
Mrs Midas, Mrs Aesop, Mrs Darwin, Frau
Freud, Anne Hathaway, Mrs Rip Van Winkle,
the Kray Sisters; these are some of the
wives, and sisters, whose stories are told.
These inventive, metaphorically precise
poems offer much more, however, than just a
recovery of the historical voice of her
(supposedly) silenced indoors. Duffy
dexterously rewrites Judeo-Christian and
classical mythologies, subverts fairytale and
zestfully reinterprets the more modern myths
of Darwin and Freud.

DU MAURIER,
Daphne
Rebecca

Last night | dreamt | went to Manderley again
...Working as a lady's companion, the heroine
of Rebecca learns her place. Life begins to
look very bleak until, on a trip to the South of
France, she meets Maxim de Winter, a
handsome widower whose sudden proposal
of marriage takes her by surprise. She
accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte
Carlo to the ominous and brooding
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Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max
a changed man. And the memory of his dead
wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the
forbidding Mrs Danvers ...Not since Jane Eyre
has a heroine faced such difficulty with the
Other Woman. An international bestseller
that has never gone out of print, Rebecca is
the haunting story of a young girl consumed
by love and the struggle to find her identity.

DUNN, Douglas
New Selected
Poems 1964-2000

In a distinguished poetic career, Douglas
Dunn, one of Scotland’s best known
contemporary poets, has won many awards
and prizes. This collection brings together his
best loved work.

FALLADA, Hans
Alone in Berlin

First published in Germany in 1947 and
evoking the horror of life in Germany in the
Second World War, this is a classic study of a
paranoid society. Otto, an ordinary German
living in a shabby apartment block, tries to
stay out of trouble under Nazi rule - but when
his only son is killed fighting at the front he’s
shocked into an extraordinary act of
resistance and starts to drop anonymous
postcards attacking Hitler all over the city.
And, if caught, he will be executed.

FAULKS, Sebastian
Birdsong

Set before and during the great war, Birdsong
captures the drama of that era on both a
national and a personal scale. It is the story
of Stephen, a young Englishman, who arrives
in Amiens in 1910. His life goes through a
series of traumatic experiences, from the
clandestine love affair that tears apart the
family with whom he lives, to the
unprecedented experiences of the war itself.
The book's hero finds his true love on a trip
to Amiens in 1910. Unfortunately, she's
already married, the wife of a wealthy textile
baron. Wraysford convinces her to leave a life
of passionless comfort to be at his side, but
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things do not turn out according to plan.
Wraysford is haunted by this doomed affair
and carries it with him into the trenches of
the war. Birdsong derives most of its power
from its descriptions of mud and blood, and
Wraysford's attempt to retain a scrap of
humanity while surrounded by it. There is a
simultaneous description of his present-day
granddaughter's quest to read his diaries.
Birdsong is an unflinching war story and a
touching romance.

FELLOWS, Julian
Snobs

Wodehouse gets a modern twist in this
brilliantly acerbic tale of snobbery and
marital tomfoolery in 1990s London. Our
nameless protagonist, a jovial, perceptive
sort of 30-something fellow hanging affably
about the fringes of society, introduces his
middle-class but sleek and beautiful friend
Edith Lavery to the earnest but dull Lord
Charles Broughton. Much to the dismay of
"civilized" society, Charles falls in love and
proposes to the social-climbing but largely
indifferent Edith. Even after she is married,
Edith is snubbed and humiliated at every turn
(in the slyest, politest possible way, of
course), until she moves out in a huff with
her married lover, Simon Russell, an
actor/ego-on-legs who is eating up the
publicity that comes with being seen with a
countess and eager for this entrée into
society (he doesn't realize Edith has been
cast into the societal dung heap). To Edith's
consternation, the glittering world of theatre
turns out to be just as small-minded and dull
as that of society, with the added
disadvantage of it not involving much money.
Gossipy and dishy, this debut by the Oscar-
winning screenwriter of Gosford Park is a
merciless and hilarious send-up of snobbery

Alan MacDonald
Support Services Librarian
01/09/2011

14




and social jealousy, revealing the pettiness
and self-absorption of both the envious and
the envied.

FORSTER, E. M.
A Room with a
View

Forster's social comedy is a witty
observation of the English middle classes as
they holiday abroad in Florence. One of these
tourists is Lucy Honeychurch, a young girl
whose heart is awakened by her experiences
in Italy.

GARCIA MARQUEZ,
Gabriel
Love in the Time of
Cholera

Fifty-one years, nine months and four days
have passed since Fermina Daza rebuffed
hopeless romantic Florentino Ariza’s
impassioned advances and married Dr.
Juvenal Urbino instead. During that half
century, Florentino has fallen into the arms of
many delighted women, but has loved none
but Fermina. Having sworn his eternal love to
her, he lives for the day when he can court
her again. When Fermina’s husband is killed
trying to retrieve his pet parrot from a mango
tree, Florentino seizes his chance to declare
his enduring love. But can young love find
new life in the twilight of their lives?

GASKELL,
Elizabeth
North and South

"North and South" follows the story of the
heroine's move from the tranquil but
moribund ways of southern England to the
vital but turbulent north. Elizabeth Gaskell's
skilful narrative uses an unusual love story to
show how personal and public lives were
woven together in a newly industrial society.
This is a tale of hard-won triumphs - of
rational thought over prejudice and of
humane care over blind deference to the
market. Readers in the twenty-first century
will find themselves absorbed as this
Victorian novel traces the origins of problems
and possibilities which are still challenging a
hundred and fifty years later: the complex
relationships, public and private, between
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men and women of different classes.

GORKY, Maxim
My Childhood

Coloured by poverty and horrifying brutality,
Gorky's childhood equipped him to
understand - in a way denied to a Tolstoy or a
Turgenev - the life of the ordinary Russian.
After his father, a paperhanger and
upholsterer, died of cholera, five-year-old
Gorky was taken to live with his grandfather,
a polecat-faced tyrant who would regularly
beat him unconscious, and with his
grandmother, a tender mountain of a woman
and a wonderful storyteller, who would kneel
beside their bed (with Gorky inside it
pretending to be asleep) and give God her
views on the day's happenings, down to the
last fascinating details. She was, in fact,
Gorky's closest friend and the epic heroine of
a book swarming with characters and with
the sensations of a curious and often
frightened little boy. My Childhood, the first
volume of Gorky's autobiographical trilogy,
was in part an act of exorcism. It describes a
life begun in the raw, remembered with
extraordinary charm and poignancy and
without bitterness. Of all Gorky's books this
iIs the one that made him 'the father of
Russian literature’.

GRAY, Alex
Glasgow Kiss

Eric Chalmers is one of the most popular
teachers at Muirpark Secondary School in
Glasgow. Gentle and kind, he is the person
the students come to when they want to
confide in someone. So when precocious
teenager Julie Donaldson accuses Chalmers
of rape, the school goes into shock. How
could a deeply religious family man like
Chalmers do anything like that? With some
students and teachers supporting Julie, and
others standing by Chalmers, life at Muirpark
is far from harmonious. And then things get
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much worse - Julie Donaldson goes missing -
and the police are called in. For DCI William
Lorimer, this is the second missing person’s
case in a week. He's been having sleepless
nights about a toddler who has been missing
for several days and with each day, the
likelihood of her being found alive diminishes.
Julie's disappearance adds a further burden
to Lorimer's already overstretched workload.
With hope fading, it becomes a breakneck
race against time to find both missing girls.

GREENE, Graham
The Power and the
Glory

During a vicious persecution of the clergy in
Mexico, a worldly priest, the 'whisky priest’,
iIs on the run. With the police closing in, his
routes of escape are being shut off, his
chances getting fewer. But compassion and
humanity force him along the road to his
destiny, reluctant to abandon those who
need him, and those he cares for. Many have
called this Graham Greene’s masterpiece.

GREIG, Andrew
Electric Brae

At the centre of Electric Brae is the
crumbling sea-stack of the Old Man of Hoy
and the consuming relationship between a
young artist, Kim, coldly passionate,
talented, secretive, and Jimmy, a North Sea
roughneck, engineer and climber. Acclaimed
on publication for marking a brave new
direction in the course of Scottish fiction,
Electric Brae is a story of love and loss,
loyalty and Dbetrayal, and fathers and
children.

GREIG, Andrew
Into You

A book of poems by one of Scotland’s leading
poets and novelists celebrating the joy of
living every moment. Increasingly celebrated
as a novelist, Greig writes short clear
passionate love, loss, sex, the senses, joy,
death - with a positively and clarity
uncommon in our times.

HADDON, Mark

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-
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The Curious
Incident of the Dog
in the Night-Time

Time is a murder mystery novel like no other.
The detective, and narrator, is Christopher
Boone. Christopher is fifteen and has
Asperger's, a form of autism. He knows a
very great deal about maths and very little
about human beings. He loves lists, patterns
and the truth. He hates the colours yellow
and brown and being touched. He has never
gone further than the end of the road on his
own, but when he finds a neighbour's dog
murdered he sets out on a terrifying journey
which will turn his whole world upside down.

HARDY, Thomas
Tess of the
D’Urbervilles

When Tess Durbeyfield is driven by family
poverty to claim kinship with the wealthy
D'Urbervilles and seek a portion of their
family fortune, meeting her ’'cousin' Alec
proves to be her downfall. A very different
man, Angel Clare, seems to offer her love and
salvation, but Tess must choose whether to
reveal her past or remain silent in the hope of
a peaceful future. With its sensitive depiction
of the wronged Tess and powerful criticism
of social convention, Tess of the
D'Urbervilles is one of the most moving and
poetic of Hardy's novels.

HOSSEINI, Khalid
The Kite Runner

Twelve-year-old Amir is desperate to win the
approval of his father and resolves to win the
local kite-fighting tournament, to prove that
he has the makings of a man. His loyal friend
Hassan promises to help him for he always
helps Amir, but this is 1970s Afghanistan and
Hassan is merely a low-caste servant who is
jeered at in the street, although Amir still
feels jealous of his natural courage and the
place he holds in his father's heart. But
neither of the boys could foresee what would
happen to Hassan on the afternoon of the
tournament, which was to shatter their lives.
After the Russians invade and the family is
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forced to flee to America, Amir realises that
one day he must return, to find the one thing
that his new world cannot grant him:
redemption.

ISHIGURO, Kazuo
The Remains of the
Day

The novel's narrator, Stevens, is a perfect
English butler who tries to give his narrow
existence form and meaning through the self-
effacing, almost mystical practice of his
profession. In a career that spans the second
world war, Stevens is oblivious of the real life
that goes on around him - oblivious, for

instance, of the fact that his aristocrat
employer is a Nazi sympathizer. Still, there
are even larger matters at stake in this
heartbreaking, beautifully crafted novel,

namely, Stevens' own ability to allow some
bit of life-affirming love into his tightly
repressed existence and a journey that takes
him deep into the countryside and into his
past.

JENKINS, Robin
The Cone
Gatherers

Set during World War Il on a large Scottish
estate where two brothers, Calum and Neil,
are employed as cone-gatherers, Robin
Jenkins' novel is a powerful examination of
good and evil and mankind's propensity for
both. They work in the forest of the estate,
but the harmony of their life together is
shadowed by the dark obsessive hatred of
Duror, the gamekeeper. A classic of modern
Scottish literature.

JONES, Lloyd
Mister Pip

Bougainville. 1991. A small village on a lush
tropical island in the South Pacific. Eighty-six
days have passed since Matilda’s last day of
school as, quietly, war is encroaching from
the other end of the island.
When the villagers’ safe, predictable lives
come to a halt, Bougainville’s children are
surprised to find the island’s only white man,
a recluse, re-opening the school. Pop Eye,
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aka Mr Watts, explains he will introduce the
children to Mr Dickens. Matilda and the
others think a foreigner is coming to the
island and are shocked to discover their
acquaintance with Mr Dickens will Dbe
through Mr Watts’ inspiring reading of ‘Great
Expectations’.

But on an island at war, the power of fiction
has dangerous consequences. Imagination
and beliefs are challenged by guns. Mister
Pip is an unforgettable tale of survival by
story; a dazzling piece of writing that lives
long in the mind after the last page is
finished.

JONES, Sadie
The Outcast

The Outcast is about a boy called Lewis - his
childhood and adolescence - as he grows up
in the stultifying world of the home counties
in the late forties and fifties. It is an everyday
tale of drunkenness, violence and a fair
amount of sex, set amongst the well-brought-
up professional classes. It is also a love
story. A former Richard & Judy’'s Summer
Read.

KELMAN, James
How Late It Was,
How Late

Sammy's had a bad week - his wallet's gone,
along with his new shoes, he's been arrested
then beaten up by the police and thrown out
on the street - and he's just gone blind. He
remembers a row with his girlfriend, but she
seems to have disappeared. Things aren't
looking too good for Sammy and his problems
have hardly begun. A Booker Prize winner.

KENNEDY, A. L.
Day

Alfred Day wanted his war. In its turmoil he
found his proper purpose as the tail-gunner in
a Lancaster bomber; he found the wild, dark
fellowship of his crew, and - most
extraordinary of all - he found Joyce, a
woman to love. But that's all gone now - the
war took it away. Maybe it took him, too.
Before Hitler and the bombs he was a boy in
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Staffordshire, helpless to defend his mother,
to resist his abusive father. The RAF gave
him order, skills, another family and a way to
be a man. It taught him how to burn through
lifetimes on night ops and brief, sweet
leaves, surviving the unsurvivable. But it
didn't prepare him for capture, for the prison
camp and the chaos as the war wound down.
It didn't prepare him for an empty peace.
Now it's 1949 and Alfred is doing the
Impossible again, winding back time to see
where he lost himself. He has taken the role
of an extra in a POW film. Shipped out to
Germany and an ersatz camp, he picks his
way through the clichés that will become all
that's left of his war and begins to do what
he's never dared - to remember. He is looking
for some semblance of hope: trying to move
forward by going back. A superbly realised
novel about the brutal simplicities of war - of
horror, and the camaraderie found in the
closeness to death - and a moving
exploration of the complexities of human
emaotion.

KINGSOLVER,
Barbara

The Poisonwood
Bible

The year is 1959 and the place is the Belgian
Congo. Nathan, a Baptist preacher, has come
to spread the Word in a remote village
reachable only by airplane. To say that he
and his family are woefully unprepared would
be an understatement: "We came from
Bethlehem, Georgia, bearing Betty Crocker
cake mixes into the jungle,” says Leah, one
of Nathan's four daughters. But of course it
isn't long before they discover that the
tremendous humidity has rendered the mixes
unusable, their clothes are unsuitable and
they've arrived in the middle of political
upheaval as the Congolese seek to wrest
independence from Belgium. In addition to
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poisonous snakes, dangerous animals, and
the hostility of the villagers to Nathan's fiery
take-no-prisoners brand of Christianity, there
are also rebels in the jungle and the threat of
war in the air. This is a story told by the wife
and four daughters of Nathan Price in
alternating chapters.

LEE, Harper
To Kill a
Mockingbird

'Shoot all the Bluejays you want, if you can
hit 'em, but remember it's a sin to Kill a
Mockingbird." A lawyer's advice to his
children as he defends the real mockingbird
of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black man
charged with the rape of a white girl.
Through the young eyes of Scout and Jem
Finch, Harper Lee explores with exuberant
humour the irrationality of adult attitudes to
race and class in the Deep South of the
thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in
prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked
by the stamina of one man's struggle for
justice. But the weight of history will only
tolerate so much...

LE GUIN, Ursula
The Left Hand of
Darkness

Winter is an Earth-like planet with two big
differences; the weather conditions are
permanently semi-arctic and the inhabitants
are all of the same sex. Hidden in a remote
corner of the universe, they have no
knowledge of time or space beyond their
world until an envoy arrives from another
planet.

LEVY, Andrea
Small Island

It is 1948, and England is recovering from a
war. But at 21 Nevern Street, London, the
conflict has only just begun. Queenie Bligh's
neighbours do not approve when she agrees
to take in Jamaican lodgers, but Queenie
doesn't know when her husband will return,
or if he will come back at all. What else can
she do? Gilbert Joseph was one of the
several thousand Jamaican men who joined
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the RAF to fight against Hitler. Returning to
England as a civilian he finds himself treated
very differently. It's desperation that makes
him remember a wartime friendship with
Queenie and knock at her door. Gilbert's wife
Hortense, too, had longed to leave Jamaica
and start a better life in England. But when
she joins him she is shocked to find London
shabby, decrepit, and far from the golden city
of her dreams. Even Gilbert is not the man
she thought he was.

LEWYCKA, Marina
A Short History of
Tractors in
Ukranian

'Two years after my mother died, my father
fell in love with a glamorous blonde Ukrainian
divorcee. He was eighty-four and she was
thirty-six. She exploded into our lives like a
fluffy pink grenade, churning up the murky
water, bringing to the surface a sludge of
sloughed-off memories, giving the family
ghosts a kick up the backside.' Sisters Vera
and Nadezhda must put aside a lifetime of
feuding to save their emigré engineer father
from voluptuous gold-digger Valentina. With
her proclivity for green satin underwear and
boil-in-the-bag cuisine, she will stop at
nothing in her pursuit of Western wealth. But
the sisters' campaign to oust Valentina
unearths family secrets, uncovers fifty years
of Europe's darkest history and sends them
back to roots they'd much rather forget..

McEWAN, lan
Atonement

On the hottest day of the summer of 1934,
thirteen-year-old Briony Tallis sees her sister
Cecilia strip off her clothes and plunge into
the fountain in the garden of their country
house. Watching her is Robbie Turner, her
childhood friend who, like Cecilia, has
recently come down from Cambridge. By the
end of that day, the lives of all three will have
been changed for ever. Robbie and Cecilia
will have crossed a boundary they had not
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even imagined at its start, and will have
become victims of the younger girl's
imagination. Briony will have witnessed
mysteries, and committed a crime for which
she will spend the rest of her life trying to
atone.

McEWAN, lan
On Chesil Beach

It is June, 1962. In a hotel on the Dorset
coast, overlooking Chesil Beach, Edward and
Florence, who got married that morning, are
sitting down to dinner in their room. Neither
is entirely able to suppress their anxieties
about the wedding night to come ..."On
Chesil Beach" is another masterwork from
lan McEwan - a story about how the entire
course of a life can be changed by a gesture
not made or a word not spoken.

McEWAN, lan
Saturday

Saturday, February 15, 2003. Henry Perowne
Is a contented man - a successful
neurosurgeon, the devoted husband of
Rosalind and proud father of two grown-up
children. Unusually, he wakes before dawn,
drawn to the window of his bedroom and
filled with a growing unease. What troubles
him as he looks out at the night sky is the
state of the world - the impending war
against lIraq, a gathering pessimism since
9/11, and a fear that his city and his happy
family life are under threat. Later, Perowne
makes his way to his weekly squash game
through London streets filled with hundreds
of thousands of anti-war protestors. A minor
car accident brings him into a confrontation
with Baxter, a fidgety, aggressive, young
man, on the edge of violence. To Perowne's
professional eye, there appears to be
something profoundly wrong with him.
Towards the end of a day rich in incident and
filled with Perowne's celebrations of life's
pleasures, his family gathers for a reunion.
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But with the sudden appearance of Baxter,
Perowne's earlier fears seem about to be
realised.

MacPHEE, Kona
Tails

From cosmology to infidelity, gentle truth to
the fiercest of fairytales, this first collection
from Kona MacPhee tells an outsider's story
in a voice that sings with the music of
language. As a coin tossed or untossed, a
snowball, a course of IVF, the thread of fate
weaves itself throughout the poems in TAILS.
Can we learn to change our destiny by
releasing the hurts of the past, while still
embracing our fragility and ultimate
mortality? Exuberantly lyrical, occasionally
bleak yet never bitter, these poems explore
the ambivalence of hope in the face of loss,
and the redemption to be found in celebrating
the transitory.

MANTEL, Hilary
Wolf Hall

England, the 1520s. Henry VIII is on the
throne, but has no heir. Cardinal Wolsey is his
chief advisor, charged with securing the
divorce the pope refuses to grant. Into this
atmosphere of distrust and need comes
Thomas Cromwell, first as Wolsey's clerk,
and later his successor. Cromwell is a wholly
original man: the son of a brutal blacksmith,
a political genius, a briber, a charmer, a
bully, a man with a delicate and deadly
expertise in manipulating people and events.
Ruthless in pursuit of his own interests, he is
as ambitious in his wider politics as he is for
himself. His reforming agenda is carried out
in the grip of a self-interested parliament and
a king who fluctuates between romantic
passions and murderous rages. With a vast
array of characters, and richly overflowing
with incident, this is a novel that explores
the intersection of individual psychology and
wider politics and peels back history to show
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us Tudor England as a half-made society,
moulding itself with great passion, suffering
and courage.

MARTIN, Valerie
Property

Manon Gaudet is unhappily married to the
owner of a Louisiana sugar plantation. She
misses her family and longs for the vibrant
lifestyle of her native New Orleans, but most
of all, she longs to be free of the suffocating
domestic situation. The tension revolves
around Sarah, a slave girl who may have
been given to Manon as a wedding present
from her aunt, whose young son Walter is
living proof of where Manon's husband's
inclinations lie. This private drama is being
played out against a brooding atmosphere of
slave unrest and bloody uprisings. And if the
attacks reach Manon's house, no one can be
sure which way Sarah will turn ... Beautifully
written, Property is an intricately told tale of
both individual stories and of a country in a
time of change, where ownership is at once
everything and nothing, and where belonging,
by contrast, is all.

MISTRY, Rohinton
A Fine Balance

Set in mid-1970s India, a subtle and
compelling narrative about four unlikely
characters who come together in
circumstances no one could have foreseen
soon after the government declares a 'State
of Internal Emergency’'. It is a breathtaking
achievement: panoramic yet humane,
intensely political yet rich with local delight.
In 1975, in an unidentified Indian city, Mrs
Dina Dalal, a financially pressed Parsi widow
in her early 40s sets up a sweatshop of sorts
in her ramshackle apartment. Determined to
remain financially independent and to avoid a
second marriage, she takes in a boarder and
two Hindu tailors to sew dresses for an
export company. As the four share their
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stories, then meals, then living space, human
kinship prevails and the four become a kind
of family, despite the lines of caste, class
and religion. When tragedy strikes, their
cherished, newfound stability is threatened,
and each character must face a difficult
choice in trying to salvage their
relationships.

MORRISON, Toni
Beloved

In the troubled years following the Civil War,
the spirit of a murdered child haunts the Ohio
home of a former slave. This angry,
destructive ghost breaks mirrors, leaves its
fingerprints in cake icing, and generally
makes life difficult for Sethe and her family;
nevertheless, the woman finds the haunting
oddly comforting for the spirit is that of her
own dead baby, never named, thought of only
as Beloved. It is the mid-1800s. At Sweet
Home in Kentucky, an era is ending as
slavery comes under attack from the
abolitionists. The worlds of Halle and Paul D.
are to be destroyed in a cataclysm of torment
and agony. The world of Sethe, however, is to
turn from one of love to one of violence and
death - the death of Sethe's baby daughter
Beloved, whose name is the single word on
the tombstone, who died at her mother's
hands, and who will return to claim
retribution.

MOYES, JoJdo
Ship of Brides

The year is 1946, and all over the world
young women are crossing the seas in their
thousands en route to the men they married
in wartime, and an unknown future. In
Sydney, Australia, four women join 650 other
brides on an extraordinary voyage to England
- aboard HMS Victoria, which still carries not
just arms and aircraft but a thousand naval
officers and men. Rules of honour, duty, and
separation are strictly enforced, from the

Alan MacDonald
Support Services Librarian
01/09/2011

27




aircraft carrier's Captain down to the lowliest
young stoker. But the men and the brides will
find their lives intertwined in ways the Navy
could never have imagined. And Frances
Mackenzie - the enigmatic young bride whose
past comes back to haunt her thousands of
miles from home - will find that sometimes
the journey is more important than the
destination.

MURDOCH, Iris
The Sea, the Sea

When Charles Arrowby retires from his
glittering career in the London theatre, he
buys a remote house on the rocks by the sea.
He hopes to escape from his tumultuous love
affairs but unexpectedly bumps into his
childhood sweetheart and sets his heart on
destroying her marriage. His equilibrium is
further disturbed when his friends all decide
to come and keep him company and Charles
finds his seaside idyll severely threatened by
his obsessions.

MUSSO, Guillaume
Where would | be
without you?

Parisian policeman Martin Beaumont has
never really got over his first love, Gabrielle.
Their brief, intense affair in San Francisco
and the pain of her rejection still haunt him
years later. Now, however, he's a successful
detective - and tonight he's going to arrest
the legendary art thief, Archibald Maclean,
when he raids the Musee d'Orsay for a
priceless Van Gogh. But the enigmatic
Archibald has other plans. Martin's pursuit of
the master criminal across Paris is the first
step in an adventure that will take him back
to San Francisco, and to the edge of love and
life itself.

NEMIROVSKY,
Irene
Suite Francaise

In 1941, Irene Nemirovsky sat down to write
a book that would convey the magnitude of
what she was living through, not in terms of
battles and politicians, but by evoking the
domestic lives and personal trials of the
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ordinary citizens of France. She did not live
to see her ambition fulfilled, or to know that
sixty-five years later, Suite Francaise would
be published for the first time, and hailed as
a masterpiece. Set during a year that begins
with France's fall to the Nazis in June 1940
and ends with Germany turning its attention
to Russia, Suite Francaise falls into two
parts. The first is a brilliant depiction of a
group of Parisians as they flee the Nazi
invasion and make their way through the
chaos of France; the second follows the
inhabitants of a small rural community under
occupation who find themselves thrown
together in ways they never expected.
Nemirovsky's brilliance as a writer lay in her
portrayal of people, and this is a novel that
teems with wonderful characters, each more
vivid than the next. Haughty aristocrats,
bourgeois bankers and snobbish aesthetes
rub shoulders with uncouth workers and
bolshie farmers. Women variously resist or
succumb to the charms of German soldiers.
However, amidst the mess of defeat, and all
the hypocrisy and compromise, there is hope.
True nobility and love exist, but often in
surprising places.

NGOZI ADICHE,
Chimamanda
Half of a Yellow
Sun

This highly acclaimed novel from
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is set in Nigeria
during the 1960s, at the time of a vicious civil
war in which a million people died and
thousands were massacred in cold blood.
The three main characters in the novel are
swept up in the violence during these
turbulent years. One is a young boy from a
poor village who is employed at a university
lecturer's house. The other is a young middle-
class woman, Olanna, who has to confront
the reality of the massacre of her relatives.
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And the third is a white man, a writer who
lives in Nigeria for no clear reason, and who
falls in love with Olanna's twin sister, a
remote and enigmatic character. As these
people’'s lives intersect, they have to
qguestion their own responses to the
unfolding political events. This extraordinary
novel is about Africa in a wider sense: about
moral responsibility, about the end of
colonialism, about ethnic allegiances, about
class and race; and about the ways in which
love can complicate all of these things.

NIFFENEGGER,
Audrey

The Time
Traveler’s Wife

This extraordinary, magical novel is the story
of Clare and Henry who have known each
other since Clare was six and Henry was
thirty-six, and were married when Clare was
twenty-two and Henry thirty. Impossible but
true, because Henry is one of the first people
diagnosed with Chrono-Displacement
Disorder: periodically his genetic clock
resets and he finds himself pulled suddenly
into his past or future. His disappearances
are spontaneous and his experiences are
alternately harrowing and amusing. The Time
Traveler's Wife depicts the effects of time
travel on Henry and Clare's passionate love
for each other with grace and humour. Their
struggle to lead normal lives in the face of a
force they can neither prevent nor control is
intensely moving and entirely unforgettable.

OBAMA, Barack
Dreams from my
Father

The politicians who can actually write may
be counted on one hand, but on the evidence
here, Barack is among their. In fact the book
-- Obama’s remarkable life story - was
written before his destiny was irrevocably
changed by his success in the US
presidential election, and it is a striking
account of a young man coming to terms
with the problem of his identity and issues of
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belonging in a racially divided country (a
racial division that Obama - by the very
example of his success - may do a
considerable amount towards healing). The
son of a black African father and a white
American mother, Obama details the
dramatic journey that constituted his
parents’ life before his own trip to Kenya to
confront the sobering realties of his father’s
life. It is a book about coming to terms with
the past - and comparisons with writers such
as Proust in such areas are not as ridiculous
as they would be if almost any other
politician were involved.

O’'HAGAN, Andrew
Be Near Me

When an English priest takes over a small
Scottish parish, not everyone is ready to
accept him. He makes friends with two local
youths, Mark and Lisa, and clashes with a
world he can barely understand. The town
seems to grow darker each night. Fate
comes calling and before the summer is out
his quiet life is the focus of public hysteria.
Meanwhile a religious war is unfolding on his
doorstep...Be Near Me is a brilliantly moving
story of art and politics, love and change and
the way we live now.

PENNEY, Stef
The Tenderness of
Wolves

It is 1867, Canada: as winter tightens its grip
on the isolated settlement of Dove River, a
man is brutally murdered and a 17-year-old
boy disappears. Tracks leaving the dead
man's cabin head north towards the forest
and the tundra beyond. In the wake of such
violence, people are drawn to the township -
journalists, Hudson's Bay Company men,
trappers, traders - but do they want to solve
the crime or exploit it? One-by-one the
assembled searchers set out from Dove
River, pursuing the tracks across a desolate
landscape home only to wild animals,
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madmen and fugitives, variously seeking a
murderer, a son, two sisters missing for 17
years, a Native American culture, and a
fortune in stolen furs before the snows settle
and cover the tracks of the past for good.
The author deftly waves adventure,
suspense, revelation and humour iInto a
panoramic historical romance, an
exhilarating thriller, and a keen murder
mystery.

PRATCHETT, Terry
Night Watch

The Discworld novel Night Watch has the
power and energy that characterizes Terry
Pratchett at his occasional best, as well as
the wild surreal humour he always gives us.
Sam Vimes, running hero of the Guards
sequence, finds himself cast back in time to
the Ankh-Morpork of his youth--a much
nastier city, with an actively deranged
Patrician and a sadistic secret police--and
finding himself filling in for Keel, the tough
honest copper who teaches the young Vimes
everything he knows. And, more worryingly,
who dies heroically in the insurrection Vimes
knows to be imminent. With a psychopath
from his own time rising in the vile ranks of
the Cable Street Unmentionables
complicating things, Vimes has to ensure
that history takes its course so that he will
have the right future to go back to, and to
keep his younger self alive--this is Pratchett's
plotting at its most thoroughly constructed
and wonderfully devious. Ankh-Morpork has
for a long time been one of the most
thoroughly imagined cities in fantasy--here
Pratchett gives us a fascinating gloomy
glimpse of its past and of the younger selves
of some of his best-loved characters, and of
the brief-lived People's Republic of Treacle-
Mine Road.
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REID, Carmen
The Personal
Shopper

Meet Annie Valentine: stylish, savvy, multi-
tasker extraordinaire. As a personal shopper
in a swanky London fashion store, Annie can
re-style and re-invent her clients from head to
toe. In fact, this super-skilled dresser can be
relied on to solve everyone's problems
except her own. Although she's a busy single
mum to stroppy teen Lana and painfully shy
Owen, there's a gap in Annie's wardrobe -
sorry, life - for a new man. But finding the
perfect partner is turning out to be so much
trickier than finding the perfect pair of shoes.
Can she source a genuine classic? A life long
investment? Will she end up with a mistake
from the sale rail, which will have to be
returned? Or maybe, just maybe, there'll be
someone new in this season who could be
the one ... The Personal Shopper is a
sexy, compulsive, uplifting read and a
therapeutic dose of escapism.

ROBERTSON,
James
Joseph Knight

A gripping, shocking story of history,
enlightenment and slavery. Exiled to Jamaica
after the Battle of Culloden in 1746, Sir John
Wedderburn made a fortune, alongside his
three brothers, as a faux surgeon and sugar
planter. In the 1770s, he returned to Scotland
to marry and re-establish the family name. He
brought with him Joseph Knight, a black
slave and a token of his years in the
Caribbean. Now, iIn 1802, Sir John
Wedderburn is settling his estate, and has
hired a solicitor's agent, Archibald Jamieson,
to search for his former slave. The past has
haunted Wedderburn ever since Culloden,
and ever since he last saw Knight, in court
twenty-four years ago, in a case that went to
the heart of Scottish society, pitting master
against slave, white against black, and rich
against poor. As long as Knight is missing,
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Wedderburn will never be able to escape the
past. Yet what will he do if Jamieson’'s
search is successful? And what effect will
this re-opening of old wounds have on those
around him? Meanwhile, as Jamieson tries to
unravel the true story of Joseph Knight he
begins to question his own motivation. How
can he possibly find a man who does not
want to be found? The result is a gripping
story of a search for a life that stretches over
sixty years and moves from battlefields to
the plantations of Jamaica, from
Enlightenment Edinburgh to the back streets
of Dundee. It is a moving narrative of history,
iIdentity and ideas that dramatically retells a
fascinating but forgotten episode of Scottish
history.

RUIZ-ZAFON,
Carlos

The Shadow of the
Wind

Hidden in the heart of the old city of
Barcelona is the 'cemetery of lost books’, a
labyrinthine library of obscure and forgotten
titles that have long gone out of print. To this
library a man brings his 10-year-old son
Daniel one cold morning in 1945. Daniel is
allowed to choose one book from the shelves
and pulls out La Sombra del Viento by Julian
Carax. As he grows up, several people seem
inordinately interested in his find. Then, one
night, as he is wandering the old streets once
more, Daniel is approached by a figure who
reminds him of a character from La Sombra
del Viento, a character who turns out to be
the devil. This man is tracking down every
last copy of Carax’'s work in order to burn
them. What begins as a case of literary
curiosity turns into a race to find out the
truth behind the life and death of Julian
Carax and to save those he left behind. A
page-turning exploration of obsession in
literature and love, and the places that
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obsession can lead.

SEBOLD, Alice
The Lovely Bones

‘My name was Salmon, like the fish; first
name, Susie. | was fourteen when | was
murdered on December 6, 1973. My murderer
was a man from our neighbourhood. My
mother liked his border flowers, and my
father talked to him once about fertilizer’.
This is Susie Salmon. Watching from heaven,
Susie sees her happy, suburban family
devastated by her death, isolated even from
one another as they each try to cope with
their terrible loss alone. Over the years, her
friends and siblings grow up, fall in love, do
all the things she never had the chance to do
herself. But life is not quite finished with
Susie yet . . .

SHREVE, Anita
Light on Snow

‘I watched my father run forward in his
snowshoes the way one sometimes does in
dreams, unable to make the legs move fast
enough. I ran to the place where he knelt. |
looked down into the sleeping bag. A tiny
face gazed up at me, the eyes wide despite
their many folds. The baby was wrapped in a
bloody towel, and its lips were blue." The
events of a December afternoon on which a
father and his daughter find an abandoned
infant in the snow will forever alter eleven-
year-old Nicky Dillon's understanding of the
world which she is about to enter and the
adults who inhabit it: a father who has taken
great pains to remove himself from society in
order to put behind him an unthinkable
tragedy; a young woman who must live with
the consequences of the terrible choices she
has made; and a detective whose cleverness
iIs superseded only by his sense of justice.
Written from the point of view of thirty-year-
old Nicky as she recalls the vivid images of
that fateful December, hers is a tale of love
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and courage, of tragedy and redemption, and
of the ways in which the human heart always
seeks to heal itself.

SHRIVER, Lionel
The Post-birthday
world

A story about trade-offs. Using a parallel
universe structure, we follow Irina’s life as it
unfolds under the influence of two drastically
different men, colouring her relationships
with family and friends, affecting her career
and changing the texture of her life. Both
men in Irina’s Dual future are worthy of her
affection but they are also flawed. There is
no perfect answer - what draws us to our
friends in part is what’s wrong with them.

SHRIVER, Lionel
We Need to Talk
About Kevin

Two years ago, Eva Khatchadourian's son,
Kevin, murdered seven of his fellow high-
school students, a cafeteria worker, and a
popular algebra teacher. Because he was
only fifteen at the time of the Kkillings, he
received a lenient sentence and is now in a
prison for young offenders in upstate New
York. Telling the story of Kevin's upbringing,
Eva addresses herself to her estranged
husband through a series of letters. Fearing
that her own shortcomings may have shaped
what her son has become, she confesses to a
deep, long-standing ambivalence about both
motherhood in general and Kevin in
particular. How much is her fault? Lionel
Shriver tells a compelling, absorbing, and
resonant story while framing these horrifying
tableaux of teenage carnage as metaphors
for the larger tragedy - the tragedy of a
country where everything works, nobody
starves, and anything can be bought but a
sense of purpose.

SLOUKA, Mark
The Visible World

This is a story about memory and concealed
histories, and about the way that the most
fiercely-held secrets of the past eventually
force their way to the surface. It begins with
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a boy, the child of Czech immigrants to the
US, who is brought up hearing the ancient
myths, and the folktales of his parents’
homeland. As he grows older, he becomes
aware that the one story he hasn't been told
is what his parents did during the war. It is
only as an adult, when he makes a journey
back to Czechoslovakia, that he discovers
their part in the assassination of Reinhard
Heydrich, the notorious 'butcher of Prague'.

SMITH, Zadie
On Beauty

Set in New England mainly and London
partly, On Beauty concerns a pair of feuding
families - the Belseys and the Kipps - and a
clutch of doomed affairs. It puts low morals
among high ideals and asks some searching
guestions about what life does to love. For
the Belseys and the Kipps, the confusions -
both personal and political - of our uncertain
age are about to be brought close to home:
right to the heart of family.

SMITH, Tom Rob
Child 44

Child 44 is a thriller set in the terror of 1950s
Stalinist Russia, a brutal regime that
executed anyone who disagreed with its
dogma. It proclaimed to be a perfect society.
So, when a series of brutal murders take
place, no one is permitted to say that these
are the work of a serial killer. In a perfect
society there can be no crime. One man, Leo
Demidov, a State security agent, a man who
has spent his entire career arresting
innocent men and women, decides to redeem
himself by catching this killer. To do so, he
must buck the system, risking his life and the
life of everyone he loves. Leo Demidov is,
basically, an instrument of the state -- by no
means a villain, but one who tries to look not
too closely into the repressive work he does.
His superiors remind him that there is no
crime in Soviet Union, and he is somehow
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able to maintain its fiction in his mind even
as he tracks down and punishes the
miscreants. The body of a young boy is found
on railway tracks in Moscow, and Demidov is
quickly informed that there is nothing to the
case. He quickly realises that something
unpleasant is being covered over here, but is
forced to obey his orders. However, things
begin to quickly unravel, and this ex-hero of
state suddenly finds himself in disgrace,
exiled with his wife Raisa to a town in the
Ural Mountains. And things will get worse for
him -- not only the murder of another child,
but even the life and safety of his wife.

SPENCE, Alan
Way To Go

Neil McGraw's childhood is unusual. The son
of a dour Scottish undertaker, he regularly
finds himself locked among the coffins in the
basement. No wonder he becomes obsessed
with the question of questions: What happens
when you die? Turning is back on the
Scottish way of life, Neil sets off to find the
answer. But when his father dies, Neil comes
home with his Indian wife Lila to turn the
family business into something altogether
different. They start by changing the
company motto from Rest Assured to Way to
Go ...

SUSKIND, Patrick
Perfume

Survivor, genius, perfumer, Kkiller: this is
Jean-Baptiste Grenouille. He is abandoned on
the filthy streets of Paris as a child, but
grows up to discover he has an extraordinary
gift: a sense of smell more powerful than any
other human's. Soon, he is creating the most
sublime fragrances in all the city. Yet, there
iIs one odour he cannot capture. It is
exquisite, magical: the scent of a young
virgin. And, to get it, he must kill. And Kkill.
And Kill...

TARTT, Donna

A misfit at an exclusive New England college,
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The Secret History

Richard finds Kkindred spirits in the five
eccentric students of his ancient Greek
class. But his new friends have a horrific
secret. When Dblackmail and violence
threaten to blow their privileged lives apart,
they drag Richard into the nightmare that
engulfs them. And soon they enter a
terrifying heart of darkness from which they
may never return.

TAYLOR, Andrew
The American Boy

Interweaving real and fictional elements, The
American Boy is a literary historical crime
novel set in England in 1819. Thomas Shield,
a new master at a school just outside
London, is tutor to a young American boy and
the boy's sensitive best friend, Charles Frant.
Drawn to Frant's beautiful, unhappy mother,
Thomas becomes caught up in her family's
twisted intrigues. Then a brutal crime is
committed, with consequences that threaten
to destroy Thomas and all that he has come
to hold dear. Despite his efforts, Shield is
caught up in a deadly tangle of sex, money,
murder and lies -- a tangle that grips him
tighter even as he tries to escape from it.
And what of the strange American child, at
the heart of these macabre events, yet
mysterious -- what is the secret of the boy
named Edgar Allen Poe?

TEI, Chiew-Siah
Little Hut of
Leaping Fishes

Mingzhi is born to be a mandarin: as the
formidable Master Chai's first grandson, his
life is mapped from the moment of his birth.
But times are changing in China, and as
Mingzhi grows, he begins to question his
privileged heritage and the secrets and
shadows that lurk in the corners of the Chai
mansion; eager to flee from the corruption,
treachery and rivalries of his family - Master
Chai, who farms opium poppies and beats out
orders with his dragon stick; the jealousy of
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his second mother and half brother; and his
opium-addict father - Mingzhi soon realizes
his only path to freedom is through learning.
But as the foreign devils begin to encroach
on China, Mingzhi is torn between two
cultures; he must make his choice between
the past and the future. A sweeping story of
rebellion and discovery, "Little Hut of
Leaping Fishes"™ traces one man's journey to
find a life of his own in the slipstream of
historic change.

TIFFANY, Carrie
Everyman’s Rules
for Scientific Living

It is 1934, the Great War is long over and the
next is yet to come. Amid billowing clouds of
dust and information, the government 'Better
Farming Train' slides through the wheat
fields and small towns of Australia, bringing
expert advice to those living on the land. The
train is on a crusade to persuade the country
that science is the key to successful farming,
and that productivity is patriotic. In the
swaying cars an unlikely love affair occurs
between Robert Pettergree, a man with an
unusual taste for soil, and Jean Finnegan, a
talented young seamstress with a hunger for
knowledge. In an atmosphere of heady
scientific idealism, they marry and settle in
the impoverished Mallee with the ambition of
proving that a scientific approach to
cultivation can transform the land. But after
seasons of failing crops, and with a new
World War looming, Robert and Jean are
forced to confront each other, the community
they have inadvertently destroyed, and the
impact of their actions on an ancient and
fragile landscape. Shot through with humour
and a quiet wisdom, this haunting first novel
vividly captures the hope and the
disappointment of the era when it was
possible to believe in the perfectibility of
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both nature and humankind.

TORDAY, Paul
Salmon Fishing in
the Yemen

This is the story of Dr Alfred Jones, a
fisheries scientist - for whom diary -notable
events include the acquisition of a new
electric toothbrush and getting his article on
caddis fly larvae published in 'Trout and
Salmon' - who finds himself reluctantly
involved in a project to bring salmon fishing
to the Highlands of the Yemen - a project that
will change his life, and the course of British
political history forever. With a wickedly
wonderful cast of characters - including a
visionary Sheikh, a weasely spin doctor,
Fred's devilish wife and a few thousand
transplanted salmon - Salmon Fishing in the
Yemen is a novel about hypocrisy and
bureaucracy, dreams and deniability, and the
transforming power of faith and love.

TREASURE,
Rachael
River Run Deep

After a terrible argument with her father over
their family property, Rebecca throws her kit
into the back of her ute and heads north with
her sheepdogs. A job as a trainee farmhand
takes her into the rowdy world of country
dances, Bundy rum and boys. When she at
last settles down to a bit of study at
agricultural college, her life is turned upside
down by the very handsome, but very
drunken party animal, Charlie Lewis. Will she
choose a life of wheat farming on vast open
plains with Charlie? Or will she return to the
mountains to fight for the land and the river
that runs through her soul? It's only when
tragedy shatters her world that Rebecca
finds a strength and courage she never knew
she had, in this action-packed novel of
adventure, dreams, heartbreak and love.

TREMAIN, Rose
Sacred Country

At the age of six, Mary Ward, the child of a
poor farming family in Suffolk, has a
revelation: she isn't Mary, she's a boy. So
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begins Mary's heroic struggle to change
gender, while around her others also strive to
find a place of safety and fulfilment in a
savage and confusing world.

UGLOW, Jenny
Lunar Men

In the 1760s a group of amateur
experimenters met and made friends in the
Midlands. Most came from humble families,
all lived far from the centre of things, but
they were young and their optimism was
boundless: together they would change the
world. Among them were the ambitious toy-
maker Matthew Boulton and his partner
James Watt, of steam-engine fame; the
potter Josiah Wedgewood; the larger-than-life
Erasmus Darwin, physician, poet, inventor
and theorist of evolution (a forerunner of his
grandson Charles). Later came Joseph
Priestley, discoverer of oxygen and fighting
radical. With a small band of allies they
formed the Lunar Society of Birmingham (so
called because it met at each full moon) and
kick-started the Industrial Revolution.
Blending science, art and commerce, the
"Lunar Men" built canals, launched balloons,
named plants, gases and minerals, changed
the face of England and the china in its
drawing rooms and plotted to revolutionize
its soul. This exhilarating account uncovers
the friendships, political passions, love
affairs, and love of knowledge (and power)
that drove these extraordinary men.

VARIOUS
The Nation’s
Favourite Poems

Introduced by Griff Rhys Jones, the book is
based on the result of a poll conducted in
1995 by The Bookworm, to coincide with
National Poetry Day. And an eclectic
collection it is, with the heavyweights,
Shakespeare, Marlowe, Marvell and
Wordsworth, rubbing shoulders with their
latter-day counterparts, Larkin, Hughes,
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Heaney and McGough. Romantics are well
served with Yeats, Keats, Tennyson and
Shelley. Elizabeth Barrett Browning's "How
Do | Love Thee" is here, as is Christina
Rossetti’s "Remember.” The Great British
Public shows its lighter side, with "The Owl
and the Pussycat," "Jabberwocky,"
"Macavity: the Mystery Cat" and children's
favourite, Allan Ahlberg's "Please Mrs
Butler.” But it commemorates the horrors of
the century too, with the war poets, Wilfred
Owen and Rupert Brooke.

WHITE, T. H.
The Once and
Future King

Describes King Arthur's life from his
childhood to the coronation, creation of the
Round Table, and search for the Holy Grail.
This retelling of the Arthurian legend
contains the complete text, including the
fiftth book, The Book of Merlyn. The tales tell
of knights, jousts, battles and quests, of
incest, infidelity and treachery.

WILDE, Oscar
A Woman of no
Importance

Oscar Wilde's audacious drama of social
scandal centres around the revelation of Mrs
Arbuthnot's long-concealed secret. A house
party is in full swing at Lady Hunstanton's
country home, when it is announced that
Gerald Arbuthnot has been appointed
secretary to the sophisticated, witty Lord
Illingworth. Gerald's mother stands in the
way of his appointment, but fears to tell him
why, for who will believe Lord Illingworth to
be a man of no importance?

WYNDHAM, John
The Chrysalids

A world paralyzed by genetic mutation:
Wyndham takes the reader into the
anguished heart of a community where the
chances of breeding true are less than fifty
percent and where deviations are rooted out
and destroyed as abominations. In the
community of Waknut it is believed mutants
are the products of the Devil and must be
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stamped out. When David befriends a girl
with a slight abnormality, he begins to
understand the nature of fear and oppression.
When he develops his own deviation, he must
learn to conceal his secret.
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