
PERTH & KINROSS COUNCIL 
 

16 December 2009 
 

External Audit – Final Report to Members 2008/09 
 

Report by Head of Finance 
 
 
ABSTRACT: This report accompanies the External Auditor’s Final Report to 
Members for financial year 2008/09. 

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

It is recommended that the Council: 
 
I.   notes the content of this report  
 
II. submits the External Auditor’s Final Report to Members and the 

Controller of Audit to a future meeting of the Audit Sub-Committee for 
detailed consideration.  

 
2. INTRODUCTION 
 

The Report to Members and the Controller of Audit for 2008/09 was received 
from the Council’s External Auditors on 4 November 2009. 
 
The report considers a wide range of issues including financial reporting and 
performance; governance arrangements; performance management within 
the Council and the Council’s progress with the Efficient Government agenda. 

 
3. CONSULTATION 
 

The Chief Executive and all Executive Directors have been consulted in the 
preparation of this report. 

 
4. COUNCIL CORPORATE PLAN OBJECTIVES 2009-2012 
 
 The Council’s Corporate Plan 2009-2012 lays out five Objectives which 

provide clear strategic direction, inform decisions at a corporate and service 
level and shape resources allocation.  They are as follows:- 

 
(i) A Safe, Secure and Welcoming Environment 
(ii) Healthy, Caring Communities 
(iii) A Prosperous, Sustainable and Inclusive Economy 
(iv) Educated, Responsible and Informed Citizens 
(v) Confident, Active and Inclusive Communities 
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The Report to Members supports the Council in managing the delivery of all of 
the corporate plan objectives and is consistent with the Council’s principles of 
accountability and transparency; ensuring that we are accountable and 
transparent to the community; the Community Planning Partners and the 
Scottish Government in our decision making, planning and delivery of 
services. 

 
5. EQUALITIES ASSESSMENT 
 

The Council’s Corporate Equalities Assessment Framework requires an 
assessment of functions, policies, procedures or strategies in relation to race, 
gender and disability and other relevant equality categories.  This supports 
the Council’s legal requirement to comply with the duty to assess and consult 
on relevant new policies to ensure there is no adverse impact on any 
community group or employees. 

 
The information presented in this report was considered under the Corporate 
Equalities Assessment Framework and the determination was made that the 
items summarised in this report do not require further assessment as they do 
not have an impact on people’s wellbeing. 

 
6. STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT  
 

Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) is a legal requirement under the 
Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 that applies to all plans, 
programmes and strategies, including policies (PPS). 

 
The plan, programme or strategy presented in this report was considered 
under the Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 and the 
determination was made that the items summarised in this report do not 
require further action as they do not qualify as a plan, programme or strategy 
as defined by the Act. 

 
7. CONCLUSION 

 
It is recommended that the External Auditor’s Final Report to Members be 
submitted to the next meeting of the Audit Sub-Committee for detailed 
consideration.  

 
John Symon 

Head of Finance 
 

Contact Officer: Alison O’Brien 
   Corporate Accounting Services Manager  Ext 75516 
  
 
Background Papers: No background papers, as defined by Section 50D of the 

Local Government (Scotland) Act 1973 (other than any 
containing confidential or exempt information) were relied 
on to any material extent in preparing the above report. 
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