
Bridging the Gaps—Building the Future 
 
Extensive community engagement has taken place in Alyth over the last few 
years led by Alyth Community Council (ACC), Alyth Development Trust (ADT) 
and Perth & Kinross Council (PKC). Alyth’s acknowledgement of the need to    
invest in development and it’s strong community spirit were shown by the high 
turnout at these events and the great ideas coming from residents.  
 
Town centre improvements were the top priority identified in 2010 by the       
community via the Alyth 2020 consultation. This priority was confirmed by further 
engagement by ACC and PKC in 2013 which started with a Placecheck walk 
about by key community groups and PKC staff and an accessibility audit. Draft 
designs were then displayed during a 3 week exhibition in 4 venues during 2014 
and required partnership funding between PKC and the community. 
 
ADT was formed in 2015 and were then able to apply for external funding for this 
partnership project.  This was overshadowed by the devastating flooding of July 
2015 and the loss of the bridges.  In order to bring the community together      
following this and agree the priorities for the town centre, one of the potential   
funders, Sustrans, commissioned a series of community engagement events with 
ADT in January 2016.  A report summarising the engagement results and draft 
plans can be viewed here: www.pkc.gov.uk/alythplacecheck. Key priorities    
identified were replacement of the footbridges, improvements to the town square, 
giving priority to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport.  This showed that the 
community would prefer 3 replacement footbridges (52% of votes), 44% voted for 
2 footbridges. 
 
Recent detailed investigations by PKC engineers found that constructing the  
middle footbridge, linking Barrel Wynd and the Museum, would result in the loss 
of up to 4 parking spaces on Commercial Street.  This is because the new bridge 
would have to be installed at higher level over the burn to allow for better water 
flow, resulting in additional access steps taking up more space on the           
pavement.  The access steps are needed to meet current building regulations 
and mean the existing narrow footway on the east side of the burn would have to 
be widened locally. This would mean narrowing the road at this point, resulting in 
a loss of parking spaces outside the Museum and the Ogilvie Rooms to allow the 
flow of traffic. The other two replacement footbridges, near to the Alyth Hotel and 
the Pack Bridge, have wider sections of road and footway therefore do not suffer 
from the same problem. 
 
Given the lack of parking spaces in Alyth we would like to put this final important 
decision to a community vote between the two possible layouts: 
 

2 bridges and retain existing parking spaces 
or 

3 bridges and lose 4 parking spaces on Commercial Street 
 

Alyth residents are asked to cast their vote for their preferred layout by the 31st 
July in order that construction can start as soon as possible.  
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Date For Your Diary  

 
Drop in Voting &      

Information Evening 
Come and see the plans 

and cast your vote for 
the two options of 2 or 3 

bridges 
on 

Tuesday 12th July 
6pm to 8pm 

Ogilvie Rooms, Alyth 
 

For further information 
and to see copies of 

the plans please see: 

www.pkc.gov.uk/alythpl
acecheck   

You can also view the 
plans in Alyth library and 

pick up voting forms  
locally or vote online:  

http://www.surveygizmo.
com/s3/2874545/fbdc2e

ee3f15    

Contact: 

Place-
check@pkc.gov.uk 
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What is Placecheck? 
Placecheck is about improving public spaces by the Council and the community working in    
partnership. The aim is to get people working together to improve their area and work with the 
Council on shared priorities. Council officers are working with the community, Alyth                 
Development Trust and the Community Council to help take the issues forward that have been 
identified. 

The Vision 
At present a car park, minor road and bus stop 
dominate the town centre. The quality of the 
space is generally poor and is car dominated. 
The overall aim is to create a central flexible 
public space that can be adapted to suit a      
variety of community needs such as events, 
whilst providing good pedestrian and disabled 
access, whilst still maintaining almost the same 
number of parking spaces essential to a rural 
community.  
 
The aim of the proposed improvements is to  
reduce car dominance and rebalance the      
requirements of pedestrians, cyclists and bus 
users over the needs of the car driver. This will 
be achieved through increased footpath widths, 
clear links across roads, seating areas, bike 
racks, pedestrian/cyclist signage and visual  
signals to motorists that they are entering a   
pedestrian friendly zone. New traffic            
management is planned to re-route buses and 
remove an ac-cess road along the north west 
side of the square in order to create space for 
wider pedestrian pavements and a frontage to 
the buildings.  
 
There is a need for car parking in a rural town 
however it is also recognised that the          
community need a public space where outdoor 
events can be held. The proposed layout       
reflects this dual aspect. The space is designed 
in segments; each segment can either be used 
for car parking or public space. The number of 
segments used for either can be varied           
depending on the scale of the outdoor event 
therefore providing a flexible innovative         
approach to space management. 
 
  

When will Things Start to Happen? 

The town centre regeneration project is 
scheduled for delivery between 2016 and 
2018. This is a partnership project between 
the Alyth Development Trust (ADT) and 
Perth & Kinross Council (PKC). The project 
will consist of two phases which are subject 
to successfully obtaining external funding. 
Once funding is in place, the scale of the 
work can be decided and work can be    
commissioned. 

  

Since the community events in January 
2016, ADT in partnership with PKC         
submitted a funding application for a fully           
accessible footbridge next to the pack 
bridge. If successful this bridge would have 
been built early 2017 along with a second 
replacement footbridge adjacent to Market 
Square that PKC already has funding for. 
Unfortunately this funding bid was           
unsuccessful, so further funding sources 
are being investigated. 

  

Everyone is keen to see work start in Alyth, 
therefore it has been decided that Phase 1 
will start late 2016 and delivered by early 
2017. Phase 1 is the replacement of the 
foot bridge(s) . Phase 2, the Market Square 
improvements, will take place during 
2017/18 subject to external funding being 
raised. 
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