How the Woodland Works

- From Sunlight to Soil

Millions of unseen bacteria and other ‘decomposers’ N
bring about the decay of dead wood, fallen leaves

and dead animals and recycle the released

nutrients and energy. Worms, beetles and moles
then help to mix this ‘humus’ with the other main
soil ingredients - mineral particles (broken down
from rock by water, frost and tree roots) - resulting

in a rich brown soil to sustain the woodland.

Den of Alyth

Trees are giant stores of sunlight energy. Green plants
are the only things on this planet able to dse the sun’s
energy directly for their growth.

In summer, leaves may be chewed on the tree by caterpillars,
or their surface may be patterned by the burrowing of minute
grubs. These larvae and the adult insects are food for birds

and small animals. Every woodland provides a rich larder for
all kinds of life.

The bark protects the timber beneath from attack by disease and water. Disease
caused by fungi is common. Dead wood is food for some fungi; it may be easily
bored into by grubs and pecked out by woodpeckers looking for their food. Holes
in decaying weod provide homes for a variety of birds and small animals, and
their stores of food.

B, o

Wildwoods are not tidy places. Growth beneath the
leaf canopy depends on light. Sufficient light allows
young trees and shrubs to grow causing a ‘clutter’.
Shade-tolerant plants, like the woodrush, will hide

the ground. Where little light reaches, mosses, which
tolerate low light levels and fungi needing no light, are
still able to grow.
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The Den of Alyth
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If you or someone you know would like a copy

of this document in another language or format,

(on oceasion only a summary of the document

will be provided in transiation), this can be arranged

by contacting Eleanor Coyle 01738 475320
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Walking in the Den

&
4 )
Welcome to the Den of Alyth where we hope %
you will have a pleasant woodland encounter! "t

The Den comprises the deep-sided wooded valley
of the Alyth Burn. As well as being a quiet place
to walk, rest or picnic, the Den is also a valuable
wildlife site with plenty to see, smell and hear.

Several walks of varying lengths running through
the shady woods may be enjoyed. The map
overleaf indicates the car parks, footpaths and
facilities available.

We recommend waterproof footwear, especially
after wet weather. Sections of the path can be
muddy and run along steep slope edges; special
care should be taken with young children.

Because of its richness as a woodland habitat,
the Den has been designated a Site of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSI) by Scottish Natural
Heritage. With sensitive, long term management
in the Den the interests of both the wildlife and
visitors can be conserved.

Please help us to maintain the Den’s character

by not disturbing the wildlife and by not picking the
flowers or damaging the trees. Please keep dogs
under control and take your litter home.

We hope you enjoy your visit and will tell others
about the Den. For other sites to visit, please
contact the Ranger Service.

We acknowledge the support of:
SCOTTISH

MNATURAL
e HERITAGE

Europe and Scotland @[_\é{ﬁ
Making it work together =i

For further information please contact:

Countryside Ranger Service, Planning &
Transportation, Perth & Kinross Council, Pullar
House, 35 Kinnoull Street, PERTH PH1 5GD

Tel 01738 475392/475258
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