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 Perth and Kinross Council 
Development Control Committee – 4 July 2012 

Report of Handling by Development Quality Manager 
 

Repositioning of medieval cross at the Collace Parish Church 
Collace, PH2 6HU 

 
Ref: No:  12/00464/LBC 
Ward No:  2 – Strathmore 
 
Summary 
This report recommends approval of the application for the repositioning of a 
medieval cross at Collace Parish Church as complying with the relevant policies of 
the local plan. 
 
BACKGROUND AND DESCRIPTION 
 
1 This application relates to a small medieval stone cross that presently lies 

within the Category B listed graveyard of Collace Parish Church. The stone is 
a discoid fragment with six evenly-spaced holes which was likely the disc 
head of a medieval marker stone. Whilst the stone has quite an unassuming 
appearance due to it small size and weathered appearance, it has been 
identified as a very rare medieval artefact which is unique of its kind in 
Scotland. 

 
2 As the stone is presently laid flat on the ground it is at significant risk to 

damage from frost action following water penetration and also from the routine 
maintenance of the church grounds. The stone could also be easily removed 
or stolen due to its small size and rarity. 

 
3 Listed Building Consent is being sought to mount the existing medieval stone 

cross onto a natural stone plinth, located close to the gate directly in front of 
the main entrance to the church. The cross is to be fixed to the plinth with a 
single stainless steel pin inserted underneath the stone. The proposed stone 
plinth will be smooth cut natural red sandstone with minimal joints measuring 
487mm by 751mm. 

 
4 As Collace Church Yard is under the ownership of the Council, Historic 

Scotland is the determining body.   
 
NATIONAL POLICY AND GUIDANCE 
 
 Scottish Planning Policy (February 2010)  
 
5 This SPP is a statement of Scottish Government policy on land use planning 

and contains: 
 

1 the Scottish Government’s view of the purpose of planning, 
2 the core principles for the operation of the system and the objectives for 

key parts of the system, 
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3 statutory guidance on sustainable development and planning under 
Section 3E of the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006, 

4 concise subject planning policies, including the implications for 
development planning and development management and, 

5 The Scottish Government’s expectations of the intended outcomes of the 
planning system. 

 
6 Of relevance to this application are: 
 

1 Paragraphs 110 -124 : Historic Environment 
2 Paragraphs 113 -114:  Listed Buildings 

 
Scottish Historic Environment Policy December 2011 (SHEP) 

 
7 This document sets out Scottish Ministers’ policies for the historic 

environment, provides greater policy direction for Historic Scotland and 
provides a framework that informs the day-to-day work of a range of 
organisations that have a role and interest in managing the historic 
environment. 

  
DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
 
8 The Development Plan for the area comprises the Approved TAYplan June 

2012 and the Adopted Strathearn Area Local Plan 2001.  
 
 TAYplan June 2012 
 
9 The principal relevant policy is in summary. 
 
 Policy 3: Managing TAYplan’s Assets 
 
10 This recognises the importance of historic buildings and townscapes and 

identifies the importance of only allowing development where it does not 
adversely impact upon or preferably enhances these assets. 

 
 Perth Area Local Plan 1995 
 
11 Under the Local Plan the site lies within the landward area. The principal 

relevant policies are in summary: - 
 

Policy 25: Listed Buildings 
 
12 There will be a presumption against the demolition of Listed Buildings and a 

presumption in favour of consent for development involving the sympathetic 
restoration of a Listed Building, or other buildings of architectural value. The 
setting of Listed Buildings will also be safeguarded  
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PERTH AND KINROSS COUNCIL LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN 
PROPOSED PLAN  JANUARY 2012 
 
13 Members will be aware that on the 30 January 2012 the Proposed Plan was 

published. The adopted Local Plan will eventually be replaced by the 
Proposed Local Development Plan. The Council’s Development Plan Scheme 
sets out the timescale and stages leading up to adoption. Currently 
undergoing a period of representation, the Proposed Local Development Plan 
may be modified and will be subject to examination prior to adoption. This 
means that it is not expected that the Council will be in a position to adopt the 
Local Development Plan before December 2014. It is therefore a material 
consideration in the determination of this application.  

 
14 The principal relevant policies are in summary. 
 
 Policy HE2: Listed Buildings 
 
15 There is a presumption in favour of the retention and sympathetic restoration, 

correct maintenance and sensitive management of listed buildings to enable 
them to remain in active use, and any proposed alterations or adaptations to 
help sustain or enhance a building’s beneficial use should not adversely affect 
its special interest. 

 
16 Encouragement will be given to proposals to improve the energy efficiency of 

listed buildings within Perth and Kinross, providing such improvements do not 
impact detrimentally on the special interest of the building. 

 
17 The layout, design, materials, scale, siting and use of any development which 

will affect a listed building or its setting should be appropriate to the buildings 
character, appearance and setting. 

 
SITE HISTORY 
 
18 11/00809/LBC: Formation of an external access ramp and repair works to the 

Mort House – Approved  
 
19 12/01086/LBC: Erect sign onto boundary wall of churchyard – Pending 

Consideration 
 
CONSULTATIONS 
 
20 None 
 
REPRESENTATIONS 
 
21 None 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 
 
22 Environment Statement Not required 
 Screening Opinion Not required 
 Environmental Impact Assessment Not required 
 Appropriate Assessment Not required 
 Design Statement / Design and Access Statement Yes 
 Business Plan Not required 

 
APPRAISAL 
 
 Policy 
 
23 The determining issues in this case are:- the statutory requirement under 

Section 14 and 59 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) Act 1997 which requires the planning authority to have special 
regard to the desirability of preserving the building or its setting or any 
features of special architectural historic interest which it possesses; how the 
proposal sits with National Policy; how the proposal relates to the adopted 
development plan whether the proposal complies with supplementary 
planning guidance; or if there are any other material considerations which 
justify a departure from policy. 

 
24 In this particular instance the proposals seek to preserve and safeguard a rare 

stone artefact which is currently at risk to both theft and damage. A number of 
different options have been investigated including the relocation of the cross 
to within the church and the potential of fixing the cross into the boundary wall 
of the churchyard. However the church congregation were not supportive of 
the proposals to relocate the stone within the church as it has limited public 
access, particularly given that church is generally locked. The other option to 
fix it into the wall was also dismissed as it was considered that it would be 
inappropriate and misleading in terms of its historical context.  

 
25 On initial inspection of the proposals some concerns were raised in regards to 

the method of fixing which involves drilling a whole on the bottom of the stone. 
However following discussions with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust it is 
understood that the proposed stainless steel pin will have minimal impact on 
the stone and will not be visible once mounted upon the stone plinth. The 
Conservation Officer has also advised that he has no objection to the 
proposed location or method of mounting the stone cross subject to a sample 
of the proposed stone for the plinth being provided on site for inspection and 
approval. 

 
26 Overall, whilst it is considered that the most sensitive and secure solution 

would be to re-locate the stone to a suitable position within the church, on 
balance it is agreed this option will allow this important artefact to be securely 
put on display to the general public. The natural stone plinth will also to some 
degree imitate the original profile of the stone, which would have once stood 
as the disc head of a medieval marker stone. 
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PLANNING AUTHORITY WITH AN INTEREST IN THE LAND 
 
27 The Town and Country Planning (Notification of Applications) (Scotland) 

Direction 2009 advises on the procedure for notification of planning 
applications to the Scottish Ministers for developments in which planning 
authorities have an interest in. The Direction states that notification to the 
Ministers is only required where the proposal involves a significant departure 
from the authority’s own Development Plan. As the recommendation of 
approval is not a significant departure from the Development Plan, a 
notification to the Ministers is not required.  

 
LEGAL AGREEMENTS 
 
28 None required 
 
DIRECTION BY SCOTTISH MINISTERS  
 
29 Under the Town and Country Planning (Development Management 

Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2008, regulations 30 – 32 there have been 
no directions by the Scottish Government in respect of an Environmental 
Impact Assessment screening opinion, call in or notification relating to this 
application. 

 
CONCLUSION AND REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION 
 
30 In conclusion, the application must be determined in accordance with the 

adopted Development Plan unless material considerations indicate otherwise. 
In this respect, it is considered the proposal complies with the Adopted Perth 
Area Local Plan 1995. There are no material considerations that would justify 
refusing the application. On that basis the application is recommended for 
approval subject to conditions. 

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
A Approve the application subject to the following conditions: 
 
1 The proposed development must be carried out in accordance with the 

approved plans, unless otherwise provided for by conditions imposed on the 
planning consent. 

 
2 A sample of the proposed stone to be used in the construction of the plinth 

shall be submitted for the approval of the Planning Authority prior to the 
commencement of works. 

 
 Reasons 
 
1 To ensure that the development is carried out in accordance with the plans 

approved. 
 
2 In order to safeguard the special architectural or historic character of the 

building. 

101



B JUSTIFICATION 
  

The proposal is considered to comply with the listed building legislation and 
with the contents of the Local Plan and no material considerations are 
apparent that would outweigh the contents of the Development Plan. 

 
C PROCEDURAL NOTES 
 

This application relates to a grave marker within the Category B listed Collace 
Parish Church grave yard which falls under the ownership of Perth & Kinross 
Council. As such, this application requires to be referred to Historic Scotland 
for the determination and issuing of the consent 

 
D INFORMATIVES 
 

This listed building consent will last only for three years from the date of this 
decision notice, unless the development has been started within that period. 
(see Section 16 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) 
(Scotland) Act 1997, as amended by Section 20 (3) of the Planning etc. 
(Scotland) Act 2006.). 

 
Background Papers: None 
Contact Officer:  David Niven – Ext (4)75345 
Date:    15 June 2012 
 
 

Nick Brian 
Development Quality Manager 

 
 

 

Customer Service Centre 
on 01738 475000
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