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Perth & Kinross Council 
Education and Children’s Services 

Statutory Consultation Public Meeting 
 

Minute of meeting held on Monday 22 September 2014 
 

At 7 pm in Bankfoot Church Centre 
 
 

Present   
Councillor Bob Band Convener, Lifelong Learning Committee  
Audrey May Strategic Lead – Change & Improvement  
Karen Robertson Service Manager - Business and Operations  
Carol Taylor Service Manager - Resources  
 
In Attendance 

  

Councillor Barbara Vaughan Perth and Kinross Council  
Anne Gauld  – Minute Perth and Kinross Council  
   
29 members of the public   
 

  WHO 
1. Welcome and Introductions  
 Councillor Band opened the meeting and welcomed the members of public in 

attendance to the Statutory Consultation Public Meeting. Councillor Band 
introduced himself and the panel to the members of the public and thanked 
them for attending.  

 

   
2. Format of meeting  
 Councillor Band explained the format the meeting would follow.  
   
3. The proposal  
 Councillor Band explained the consultation proposal to the attendees: 

 
The Council proposes to: 
• establish a new secondary school at Berth Park with effect from March 

2018;  

• vary the existing admission arrangements to alter the catchment areas for 
Perth Grammar school, Perth High School and Perth Academy to establish 
a catchment area for the proposed new secondary school, and establish 
temporary admission arrangements to accommodate the phased population 
of the new school; and  

• vary the arrangements for the transfer of pupils from a primary school to a 
secondary school by altering the designated secondary school for the 
directly affected primary schools and establish temporary transfer 
arrangements to accommodate the phased population of the new 
secondary school. 
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4. Presentations 
 

 

 Audrey May and Karen Robertson gave presentations explaining the proposal 
in further detail.  
 
Audrey May gave a presentation on the background to the proposal and the 
reasons a new secondary school is required. The presentation outlined the 
proposed site for the new secondary school and the proposed catchment area.  
Information was provided on the proposed first cohort of pupils expected to 
attend the new secondary school along with the transition arrangements, the 
educational benefits of the proposal and leadership and staffing arrangements 
for the new secondary school.  Audrey also explained the project timeline to 
2018. 
 
Karen Robertson gave a presentation on the statutory consultation process 
including the legal framework, consideration by Lifelong Learning Committee, 
the content of the proposal including the Educational Benefits statement, 
statutory consultation period and representation from interested parties as the 
first part of the consultation process. Karen Robertson then went on to explain 
the next stages of the process which includes the involvement of Education 
Scotland, the preparation and publication of the consultation report and the 
decision made by the Lifelong Learning Committee.   
 

 

 Councillor Band then opened up the meeting to any questions or observations 
from the floor. 

 

   
5. Questions  
   
Q. 
A. 

What will be done about the volume of traffic on the industrial estate, 
bridges and in rural areas? 
There will be transport links on the A9 over the River Tay; future plans will have 
a junction at McDiarmid Park.  The road to the school will not go through the 
industrial estate.  Road systems have not been finalised. 

 

   
Q. 
 
A. 

With all the buses going to schools, traffic will be a problem on the 
Prieston Road, Bankfoot - what will be done about this? 
Normal home to school transport arrangements will apply.  Existing transport 
arrangements can be altered, a direct link to schools will be worked on.  There 
will be significant work on the preparation on how the Council changes its 
business.  This will be addressed once we are clear about the catchment area. 

 

   
Q. 
A. 

Will S2 and S5 siblings be going on different buses? 
The Council will address significant issues for parents.  Transitional 
arrangement will be looked at, no proposals have yet been agreed.  The 
Council will look at the family needs and siblings being together if that is the 
parents’ wishes.  
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Q. 
 
A. 

It feels like parents are being forced to make a decision for their children 
to stay with siblings or not, how can we make that decision? 
Transition arrangements will be in place for the school opening with the 
transfer of S1 pupils to begin with.  Children couldn’t be moved during exam 
years. Parents know their children best and it is important that the parents 
make the right decision for their child. 

 

   
Q. 
A. 

My son is in P6 at present would 2nd year class be an option? 
The Council has looked at this and under the current proposal, the answer is 
no as the new school will be populated on a phased basis and will not operate 
all year groups to begin with. Parents need to raise their concerns and views 
as this could be re-visited if there is a demand for this. 

 

   
Q. 
A. 

Will there be enough pupils for full time members of staff? 
There will be a complement of staff.  This will be based on the school roll and 
the curriculum to be provided.  There will be additionality built in to support the 
transition. A full curriculum will be offered and the Council will ensure delivery 
on this in accordance with national and local staffing standards. 

 

   
Q. Will children be consulted on the design of the school and grounds?  
A. For all Council projects, a User Reference Group is set up.  Schools will assist 

to develop the plans with pupils and young people will help to develop the brief.  
In 2016/2017 staff will be appointed to work with the pupils who will be moving 
to the new school.  The Council will work closely with Headteachers and staff 
at primary schools to take the children to see the construction.  Relationships 
with new staff will also be developed. 

 

   
Q. Will the building follow the same format as the Campuses?  
A. This project is more a school set up with access available for the community.  It 

is not a community campus but an education facility with space available for 
the community to let. 

 

   
Q. Will there be an upgrade of the A9 road as there will be an increase in 

traffic? 
 

A. The pupils will be travelling down the road as they would at present.  Pupils will 
also be coming in to the new school from other directions / areas.  There will be 
a new road across the river. 

 

   
Q. Will staff from the Grammar School move in with the new teachers?  
A. Details of the staffing is not known at this stage.   This is a unique situation and 

a cohort of staff will be created and brought together. 
 

   
Q. 
A.  

Why is the target 2018? 
This is the timeline given to the Council to complete the building.  As part of the 
funding offer from the Scottish Government the requirement is that the school 
has to be completed and operational by March 2018. 
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Q. 
A. 

Has there been a study completed on new school builds elsewhere? 
All other local authorities have been contacted.  The only new build of an 
additional secondary school was in Aberdeenshire which took place 20 years 
ago.  This had S1 year group to begin with then adding year groups every year. 

 

   
Q. Will existing staff from the Grammar transfer?  
A. Posts will be advertised.  There will be additional posts and promoted posts 

and there will be opportunities for people to apply.  Professional Associations 
and Trade Unions will be consulted. 

 

   
Q. Flexible spaces were mentioned in the presentation – what is this?  
A. Flexible spaces in nursery and primary are open plan learning.   This is done 

through play and sharing and can continue to secondary schools with 
opportunities for group work, individual study, tutorial rooms and additional 
equipment.  Open spaces can provide more opportunities.  The design of the 
school is crucial and lessons have been learned from the building and use of 
the campuses. 

 

   
Q. Are plans for the school now fixed?  
A. This is still a proposal and a work in progress.  Schools and parents are being 

consulted and much will depend on the outcome of all the consultations.  The 
Council is establishing and consulting on a new school at Bertha Park.  We are 
consulting on the catchment areas and transition arrangements for the school 
to be operational in March 2018. 

 

   
Q. Will there be a performing arts facility?  
A. This is not yet known.  
   
Q. What type of housing development will there be?  
A. There will be a mixture of housing.   A pre planning application will be 

submitted for retail as well as housing. 
 

   
Q. Will there be a swimming pool in the school?  
A. No.  
   
Q. The presentation mentioned ASN facilities; will this be severe learning 

needs? 
 

A. Fairview School is the facility for severe and complex difficulties.  There will be 
an Additional Support Needs facility at the new school to support pupils able to 
attend a mainstream school with support. 

 

   
Q. Will the catchment area change if people complain?  
A. If all parents say no then the Council will need to reconsider.  Education and 

Children’s Services has completed an options appraisal looking at the balance 
of numbers in all secondary schools and the children who are already travelling 
to school.  It is important that the Council understands the views and concerns 
of parents.  These concerns need to be raised and we are giving the 
opportunity to and encouraging parents to give their views through the 
consultation process. 
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Q. If transport is temporary at Perth Grammar will children be on the 
Grammar bus when they attend there as the host school? 

 

A. This is still to be looked at.  Roads need to be ready and planning in place for 
that date.  Legislation and statutory requirements will still apply but the specific 
detail will need to be fleshed out when the Council knows what the final 
proposal is to be. 

 

   
Q. What will the school be called?  
A. This is not known at this stage.  
   
Q. Will S1 be full?  
A. Not at the outset until all the house building is completed.  Bertha Park 

development has not been included in the numbers at this stage until the 
phasing of the house building is known.  There will be options for placing 
requests to be made and the normal legislation and policies will apply.  Placing 
requests will be dependent on space and staffing.  There is a need for the 
Council to ensure that pupil numbers are managed as new school builds can 
attract a number of pupils from other catchment areas. 

 

   
Q. What is the capacity of the school?  
A. 1,100 pupils when full.  This is a similar capacity to Perth Grammar and other 

city secondary schools. 
 

   
Q. What are the Bertha Park and Almond Valley housing numbers? 
A. Bertha Park, Almond Valley and Perth West have been allocated housing land 

supply for 5,050 houses.. 
  
Q. Will there be shops at the development? 
A. There may be employment land, houses, retail and perhaps a Doctor’s 

Surgery. 
  
  
  
 Councillor Band thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting. 
  
  
  
  
  
  

 


