
PERTH & KINROSS COUNCIL

Licensing Committee – 16 June 2015

PUBLIC ENTERTAINMENT LICENCE – T IN THE PARK, STRATHALLAN
ESTATE, AUCHTERARDER

Report by Head of Legal Services

PURPOSE OF REPORT
The purpose of this report is to ask the Committee to consider an application by D F
Concerts for a public entertainment licence in respect of the T in the Park event at
Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder, to seek approval for revised conditions to be
attached to the licence and to delegate authority to the Head of Legal Services in
consultation with the Convenor of the Licensing Committee, to make any necessary
adjustments to the conditions if required prior to the event.

1 BACKGROUND/MAIN ISSUES

1.1 This report deals with an application for a three year public entertainment
licence at Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder in respect of the T in the Park
event. The application is attached at Appendix 1. This is a large popular
music festival which previously took place at Balado Airfield, Kinross.

1.2 The site upon which it is proposed that the event takes place comprises a
main arena, a production area, car parks, transport hubs and camping areas.
The applicants are seeking to sell 85,000 tickets for the event. It is proposed
that the event will be open to the public over a period of five days from 1100
on Thursday 9 July with the arrival of campers, to 1600 on Monday 13 July.

1.3 The proposed hours for music in the main arena are 1300 to 2400 on Friday
10 July and 1000 to 2400 on Saturday 11July and Sunday 12 July. The
proposed hours for campsite musical entertainment are 1400 to 2400 on
Thursday 9 July and 1000 to 0200 on Friday 10 July, Saturday 11 July and
Sunday July 12.

1.4 As in previous years, operational groups made up of representatives from the
relevant public authorities have been considering the proposed arrangements
for this very large event. These operational groups have met on several
occasions throughout the past year. The bodies represented amongst these
groups include Police Scotland, Scottish Fire and Rescue,, NHS Tayside,
SEPA, Scottish Water, the Scottish Ambulance Service, the Drugs and
Alcohol Action Team Partnership, Transport Scotland, Traffic Scotland (traffic
management service for Scotland’s strategic roads network), and Citylink.
They also include representatives from The Environment Service and Chief
Executives Service. Individual officers from Council Services and other
involved agencies have also had direct contact with the applicants in respect
of their fields of interest. As part of the formal licensing consultation, the
statutory consultees, Police Scotland and the Scottish Fire and Rescue
Service have also been formally consulted about the application.
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1.5 Committee members will be aware of the recent application for planning
permission which was granted on 14 May 2015 (Appendix 2) for changes of
use of land and associated operations for the purpose of holding the T in the
Park event at Strathallan Estate, Auchterarder. There is a significant
duplication in the objections submitted to the planning application and those
submitted in respect of the public entertainment licence application. The fact
that planning permission has been granted does not necessarily mean that
the Licensing Committee cannot consider the objections which are common to
both applications. However, the Licensing Committee should be slow to
refuse the public entertainment licence application on the basis of an
objection already considered as part of the planning process unless it can be
shown that the Development Management Committee’s reasoning was flawed
or that a new issue has arisen. The objectors have been advised that the
Licensing Committee were likely to receive this advice.

1.6 Seven letters of objection/observation to the application have been submitted
(Appendix 3). The reasons for objecting include concerns about:

 the sufficiency of the size of the site;
 security;
 the figures provided to Police Scotland being inaccurate;
 access by emergency services;
 road traffic management issues.
 numbers of campers;
 control of pedestrians;
 vandalism;
 noise levels;
 impact on the environment;
 litter;
 pollution of water supply;
 sufficiency of water supply;
 off-site camping;
 risk of injury from falling branches;
 risk of drowning;
 risk of electrocution;
 the proximity of the site to the storage of aviation fuel;
 risk of catching Lyme’s Disease from ticks;
 the loss of amenity as a consequence of fencing being erected around

properties;
 the grass in sown fields not being ready for camping;
 there being a legal right of access over the site.

1.7 The matters that the Committee should have regard to when considering
whether or not to grant the licence are set out in paragraph 5(3), Schedule 1
to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 (Appendix 4).

1.8 The opportunity has been taken to review the conditions that were attached to
the previous licence for the event when it took place at Balado. The revised
conditions incorporate seven management plans which individually address
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the key management issues to ensure a safe event. These conditions are set
out in (Appendix 5) and a table of these management plans is attached to the
conditions. The conditions place the onus on the licence holder to prepare
the management plans with the assistance of the relevant agencies through
operational sub-groups. The Multi-Agency Strategic Group which includes
representatives from Police Scotland; Scottish Fire and Rescue; NHS
Tayside; the Scottish Ambulance Service; Scottish Water; D.F. Concerts;
and the Council meets twice a year to consider the strategic direction of the
Event has been consulted about the proposed amendments to the licensing
conditions. There have been no objections to the proposals by them.

1.9 If the revised conditions require to be amended before the event it is proposed
that the Committee delegate authority to change the conditions to the Head of
Legal Services in consultation with the Convenor of the Licensing Committee
to avoid having to arrange a special Licensing Committee at short notice.

1.10 Prior to the event if there is any breach of the licensing conditions that could
have an adverse impact upon public safety, this will be reported to the Head
of Legal Services who will decide whether or not the licence should be
suspended. The Head of Legal Services has delegated powers under the
Council’s Scheme of Administration to suspend the licence in terms of
paragraph 12, Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act 1982 where
the carrying on of the activity to which the licence relates has caused or is
likely to cause undue public nuisance, a threat to public order or public safety.

1.13 In the event of a public safety or public nuisance issue, it will be important to
make an informed, early decision on whether to suspend the licence. The
Silver Commander will liaise directly with the Head of Legal Services if there
are circumstances which may require a suspension of the licence, and the
Head of Legal Services will decide whether or not to suspend the licence.

1.11 Council staff will be on duty during the operation of the event and command
structures follow conventional public service arrangements for large scale
events, with officers on duty at the following levels:

 Gold – offsite strategic command (Executive Director)
 Silver – onsite tactical command (e.g. Depute Director, Head of Service, or

Senior Manager)
 Bronze – on site operational commanders responsible for their own areas

(e.g. Environmental Health, Building Standards)

1.12 During the event the Council’s Silver Commander can make on site
assessments as they will receive reports from Council staff and other
agencies, and have been heavily involved in the multi-agency meetings
dealing with any issues that occur.

2 PROPOSALS

2.1 It is proposed that the Committee considers the application for the public
entertainment licence. If the Committee decides to grant the application, the
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conditions set out in Appendix 5 to the licence should also be considered
along with any other conditions that the Committee considers appropriate.

2.2 It is also proposed the Committee agrees to delegate authority to the Head of
Legal Services in consultation with the Convenor of the Licensing Committee,
to make any necessary adjustments to the conditions prior to the event in July
2015.

3 CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION(S)

3.1 It is recommended that:-

1 the Committee considers application.
2 if the Committee decides to grant the application, they should also

consider the conditions set out in Appendix 5 to the licence together
with other conditions it considers appropriate.

3 the Committee delegates authority to the Head of Legal Services in
consultation with the Convenor of the Licensing Committee, to make
any necessary adjustments to the conditions attached to the licence
prior to the event in July 2015.

Author(s)
Name Designation Contact Details

Moina McLaren Solicitor 01738 475136

Approved
Name Designation Date

Ian Innes Head of Legal Services 11 June 2015
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ANNEX
1. IMPLICATIONS, ASSESSMENTS, CONSULTATION AND

COMMUNICATION

Strategic Implications Yes / None
Community Plan / Single Outcome Agreement none
Corporate Plan none
Resource Implications
Financial none
Workforce none
Asset Management (land, property, IST) none
Assessments
Equality Impact Assessment none
Strategic Environmental Assessment none
Sustainability (community, economic, environmental) none
Legal and Governance yes
Risk yes
Consultation
Internal yes
External yes
Communication
Communications Plan none

2. Assessments

2.1 Equality Impact Assessment

 Under the Equality Act 2010, the Council is required to eliminate
discrimination, advance equality of opportunity, and foster good relations
between equality groups. Carrying out Equality Impact Assessments for
plans and policies allows the Council to demonstrate that it is meeting
these duties.

 Although the report is assessed as not relevant for the purpose of EqIA
the event is considered relevant for this purpose and therefore the
applicant has been asked to provide a copy of their Equalities policy to the
Licensing Authority.

 Issues of disability access have also been addressed with within the
Structures and Fire Safety Management Plan.

2.2 Strategic Environmental Assessment

 The Environmental Assessment (Scotland) Act 2005 places a duty on the
Council to identify and assess the environmental consequences of its
proposals.

 No further action is required as the report does not qualify as a PPS as
defined by the Act and is therefore exempt.
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2.3 Risk

 There is a financial risk to the Council of incurring legal expense if the
Council has to defend in court the Committee’s decision to grant or refuse
the licence.

 There are also significant risks with an event of this size which have been
addressed through the numerous Management Plans that form part of the
licensing conditions.

3. Consultation

3.1 Internal

 Planning and Transportation Services; Environment Services; Corporate
Services.

3.2 External

 Police Scotland; Scottish Fire and Rescue; NHS Tayside; SEPA; Scottish
Water; the Scottish Ambulance Service; DAAT Partnership; Transport
Scotland; Traffic Scotland; Citylink

4. APPENDICES

Appendices:

1. Application for public entertainment licence
2. Planning permission
3. Letters of Objection
4. Paragraph 5(3), Schedule 1 to the Civic Government (Scotland) Act

1982.
5. Draft conditions
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