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Perth and Kinross Council
Development Control Committee — 16 September 2015
Report of Handling by Development Quality Manager

Erection of twenty five wind turbines and ancillary works on land at
Crossburns near Aberfeldy.

Ref. No: 14/00003/WIND
Ward No: N4 - Highland

Summary

The Scottish Government Energy Consents and Deployment Unit (ECDU) has
received an application for consent under the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and
operate a wind farm comprising 25 x 110m wind turbines measuring 68.5m to hub and
115m to blade tip and associated works for West Coast Energy Ltd on land at
Crossburns near Aberfeldy. The windfarm would have a maximum generating capacity
of 75 megawatts (MW). Perth and Kinross Council is a statutory consultee and this
report seeks approval for the Council’s response to the consultation. It is
recommended that Perth and Kinross Council objects to this proposal.

This report recommends refusal of the application for the erection of twenty five
turbines and associated infrastructure at Crossburns near Aberfeldy as the location,
prominence, scale and layout of the proposed windfarm has an unacceptable and
adverse impact on the Loch Rannoch and Glen Lyon National Scenic Area and Loch
Tummel National Scenic Area, the immediate landscape character as well as the wider
landscape setting. Additionally the windfarm has a significant and unacceptable visual
impact on residential, recreational and tourist receptors. These landscape and visual
impacts are further exacerbated due to the interaction with operational windfarms
which ultimately leads to an unacceptable cumulative landscape and visual impact.
This would be further exacerbated when the planning approval now granted at appeal
for Calliacher North application becomes operational.

As the magnitude of the adverse effects associated with the development are
significant and environmentally unacceptable, the proposal is not considered to comply
with the overriding thrust of the Development Plan and there are no material
considerations of sufficient weight which would justify departing from the Development
Plan. Accordingly the application is recommended for refusal..

PROPOSAL

1

The windfarm application site is approximately 1,570 hectares in area and
predominantly consists of upland moorland used for managing grouse and
sheep grazing. The site is located 4km to the south west of Aberfeldy and is
located in a valley basin associated with the Urlar Burn and is predominantly
surrounded by hills including Craig Hill at 563m and Meal Dun Dhomhnuill at
631m. To the south (5km) of the site is Glen Quaich Valley and east of the site
is the operational Calliacher Windfarm. There is a small group of residential
properties located immediately north of the site. The site is transected by the
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existing and currently under construction Beauly Denny transmission line.
Immediately west of the site is the Rob Roy Way a popular walking and cycling
route for visitors to the area.

The proposal involves the erection of twenty five turbines between 350m and
631m AOD. The turbines would be on hubs at a height of 68.5m with 93m
diameter rotors giving a maximum blade tip height of 115m, each turbine would
have a crane hardstanding adjacent to the turbine base and an external
transformer.

Access to the site will be gained from the A826 where there is an existing
junction into the coniferous plantation. To accommodate windfarm traffic the
existing 4.4km access tracks would be upgraded and a further 15.7km of new
sections of access track created to access the turbine bases. In total there
would be 20.1km of track required to facilitate the windfarm development. It is
proposed that material from within the site will be used for the construction of
access tracks and hardstanding’s but three potential borrow pits have been
identified within the site for whin material, should it be required. Underground
cables would connect the turbine to the electrical control building. The grid
connection point for the scheme is not prescribed but is expected to be with the
adjacent Beauly Denny transmission line.

The applicant expects the development to have an operational life span of
twenty-five years. Construction would take approximately 18 months with
decommissioning taking a further 12 months. The maximum combined output
of the twenty five turbines is dependent on the final turbine selection however
the applicant has confirmed that the generating capacity of each turbine would
be up to 3 megawatts (MW). This would result in the development having a
total potential generating capacity of up to 75MW.

ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT (EIA)

5

Directive 2011/92/EU requires the ‘competent authority’ (and in this case
Scottish Governments Energy Consents Development Unit) when giving
consent for particular large scale projects, to do so in the knowledge of any
likely significant effects on the environment. The Directive therefore sets out a
procedure that must be followed for certain types of project before
‘development consent’ can be given.

This procedure, known as Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA), is a means
of drawing together, in a systematic way, an assessment of a project’s likely
significant environmental effects. This helps to ensure that the importance of
the predicted effects, and the scope for reducing any adverse effects, are
properly understood by the public and the relevant competent authority before
it makes its decision.

The Environmental Statement supports the Section 36 application and is a key
part of the submission.
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FURTHER SUPPORTING MATERIAL PROVIDED BY THE APPLICANT

8

10

11

12

In addition to the Environmental Statement the applicant has also submitted
the following documents in support of the application.

o Pre-application Consultation Report
o Planning Statement
o Design and Access Statement

Pre-application Consultation Report

Under the Town and Country Planning (Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland)
Regulations 2009 this proposal is defined as a Section 36 application due to
the electricity generating capacity of the twenty five turbine proposal exceeding
50 MW. This means there is a statutory requirement imposed on the applicant
to undertake pre-application consultation activity with the local community.

The pre-application consultation report submitted by the agent confirms the
extent of consultation activity undertaken and in this case it complies with the
measures agreed through the Proposal of Application Notice with the Scottish
Governments Energy Consents Deployment Unit (ECDU).

Planning Statement

The Planning Statement considers the proposal in the context of the
Development Plan framework and other material considerations including
national policy and guidance and local guidance. It concludes, in the
developer’s view, that overall the proposal accords with national, regional and
local development plan policies.

Design and Access Statement
The Design Statement highlights that a set of design objectives were set at the

outset which allowed alternative layouts to be tested against the objectives.
The final and submitted layout represents the applicant’s design solution.

NATIONAL POLICY AND GUIDANCE

13

14

The Scottish Government expresses its planning policies through the National
Planning Framework 3, the Scottish Planning Policy 2014 (SPP) and Planning
Advice Notes (PAN).

National Planning Framework

The NPF3 is a long-term strategy for Scotland and is a spatial expression of
the Government’s Economic Strategy and plans for development and
investment in infrastructure. Under the Planning etc. (Scotland) Act 2006 this is
now a statutory document and material consideration in any planning
application. The document provides a national context for development plans
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and planning decisions as well as informing the on-going programmes of the
Scottish Government, public agencies and local authorities.

The Scottish Planning Policy 2014

The Scottish Planning Policy (SPP) was published on 23 June 2014. It sets
out national planning policies which reflect Scottish Ministers’ priorities for
operation of the planning system and for the development and use of land.
The SPP promotes consistency in the application of policy across Scotland
whilst allowing sufficient flexibility to reflect local circumstances. It directly
relates to:

. The preparation of development plans;
. The design of development, from initial concept through to delivery; and
. The determination of planning applications and appeals.

Of relevance to this application are,

A successful Sustainable Place

. Paragraphs 74 — 83: Promoting Rural Development
. Paragraphs 92 — 108: Supporting Business & Employment
. Paragraphs 135 — 151: Valuing the Historic Environment

A Low Carbon Place

. Paragraphs 152 - 174: Delivering Heat & Electricity
. Paragraphs 175 — 192: Planning for Zero Waste

A Natural, Resilient Place

Paragraphs 193 — 218: Valuing the Natural Environment
Paragraphs 219 — 233: Maximising the Benefits of Green Infrastructure
Paragraphs 242 — 248: Promoting Responsible Extraction of Resources
Paragraphs 254 — 268: Managing Flood Risk & Drainage

Planning Advice Notes

The following Scottish Government Planning Advice Notes (PAN) are also of
interest:

PAN 3/2010 - Community Engagement

PAN 1/2011 - Planning and Noise

PAN 2/2011 - Planning and Archaeology

PAN 1/2013 - Environmental Impact Assessment

PAN 40 - Development Management

PAN 51 - Planning, Environmental Protection and Regulation
PAN 60 - Planning for Natural Heritage

PAN 61 - Planning and Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems
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PAN 68 - Design Statements

PAN 69 - Planning & Building Standards Advice on Flooding
PAN 75 - Planning for Transport

PAN 79 — Water and Drainage

Onshore wind turbines — Online Renewables Advice December 2013

Provides specific topic guidance to Planning Authorities from Scottish
Government.

The topic guidance includes encouragement to planning authorities to:

. Development spatial strategies for wind farms;

. Ensure that Development Plan Policy provide clear guidance for design,
location, impacts on scale and character of landscape; and the
assessment of cumulative effects.

. The involvement of key consultees including SNH in the application
determination process;

o Direct the decision maker to published best practice guidance from SNH
in relation to visual assessment, siting and design and cumulative
impacts.

In relation to any assessment of cumulative impacts it is advised that:

In areas approaching their carrying capacity the assessment of cumulative
effects is likely to become more pertinent in considering new wind turbines,
either as standalone groups or extensions to existing wind farms. In other
cases, where proposals are being considered in more remote places, the
threshold of cumulative impacts is likely to be lower, although there may be
other planning considerations.

In assessing cumulative landscape and visual impacts, the scale and pattern of
the turbines plus the tracks, power lines and ancillary development will be
relevant considerations. It will also be necessary to consider the significance of
the landscape and the views, proximity and inter-visibility and the sensitivity of
visual receptors.

DEVELOPMENT PLAN

26

The Development Plan for the area consists of the TAYplan Strategic
Development Plan 2012 — 2032 Approved June 2012 and the Perth and
Kinross Local Development Plan Approved February 2014.
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TAYplan Strategic Development Plan 2012

The vision set out in the TAYplan states that: “By 2032 the TAYplan region will
be sustainable, more attractive, competitive and vibrant without creating an
unacceptable burden on our planet. The quality of life will make it a place of
first choice, where more people choose to live, work and visit and where
businesses choose to invest and create jobs.”

The principle relevant policies are:
Policy 2: Shaping Better Quality Places

Seeks to ensure that climate change resilience is built into the natural and built
environment, integrate new development with existing community
infrastructure, ensure the integration of transport and land uses, ensure that
waste management solutions are incorporated into development and ensure
that high resource efficiency and low/zero carbon energy generation
technologies are incorporated with development to reduce carbon emissions
and energy consumption.

Policy 3: Managing TAYplan’'s Assets

Seeks to respect the regional distinctiveness and scenic value of the TAYplan
area and presumes against development which would adversely affect
environmental assets.

Policy 6: Energy and Waste/Resource Management Infrastructure

Relates to delivering a low/zero carbon future for the city region to contribute to
meeting Scottish Government energy targets and indicates that, in determining
proposals for energy development, consideration should be given to the effect
on off-site properties, the sensitivity of landscapes and cumulative impacts.
PERTH AND KINROSS LOCAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN FEBRUARY 2014
The Local Development Plan was adopted on 3 February 2014 and is the most
recent statement of Council policy and is augmented by Supplementary
Guidance.

The principle relevant policies are, in summary:

Policy PM1A - Placemaking

Development must contribute positively to the quality of the surrounding built
and natural environment, respecting the character and amenity of the place.

All development should be planned and designed with reference to climate
change mitigation and adaption.
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Policy PM1B - Placemaking
All proposals should meet all eight of the placemaking criteria.
Policy PM2 - Design Statements

Design Statements should normally accompany a planning application if the
development comprises 5 or more dwellings, is a non-residential use which
exceeds 0.5 ha or if the development affects the character or appearance of a
Conservation Area, Historic Garden, Designed Landscape or the setting of a
Listed Building or Scheduled Monument.

Policy TA1B - Transport Standards and Accessibility Requirements

Development proposals that involve significant travel generation should be well
served by all modes of transport (in particular walking, cycling and public
transport), provide safe access and appropriate car parking. Supplementary
Guidance will set out when a travel plan and transport assessment is required.

Policy CF2 - Public Access

Developments will not be allowed if they have an adverse impact on any core
path, disused railway line, asserted right of way or other well used route, unless
impacts are addressed and suitable alternative provision is made.

Policy HE1A - Scheduled Monuments

There is a presumption against development which would have an adverse
effect on the integrity of a Scheduled Monument and its setting, unless there
are exceptional circumstances.

Policy HE1B - Non Designated Archaeology

Areas or sites of known archaeological interest and their settings will be
protected and there will be a strong presumption in favour of preservation in
situ. If not possible provision will be required for survey, excavation, recording
and analysis.

Policy HE2 - Listed Buildings

There is a presumption in favour of the retention and sympathetic restoration,
correct maintenance and sensitive management of listed buildings to enable
them to remain in active use. The layout, design, materials, scale, siting and
use of any development which will affect a listed building or its setting should
be appropriate to the building's character, appearance and setting.
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Policy NE1A - International Nature Conservation Sites

Development which could have a significant effect on a site designated or
proposed as a Special Area of Conservation, Special Protection Area or
Ramsar site will only be permitted where an Appropriate Assessment shows
that the integrity of the site will not be adversely affected, there are no
alternative solutions and there are imperative reasons of overriding public
interest.

Policy NE1B - National Designations

Development which would affect a National Park, National Scenic Area, Site of
Special Scientific Interest or National Nature Reserve will only be permitted
where the integrity of the area or the qualities for which it has been designated
are not adversely affected or any adverse impacts are clearly outweighed by
benefits of national importance.

Policy NE1C - Local Designations

Development which would affect an area designated as being of local nature
conservation or geological interest will only be permitted where the integrity of
the area or the qualities for which it has been designated are not adversely
affected or any adverse impacts are clearly outweighed by benefits of local
importance.

Policy NE2A - Forestry, Woodland and Trees

Support will be given to proposals which meet the six criteria in particular where
forests, woodland and trees are protected, where woodland areas are
expanded and where new areas of woodland are delivered, securing
establishment in advance of major development where practicable.

Policy NE2B - Forestry, Woodland and Trees

Where there are existing trees on a development site, any application should
be accompanied by a tree survey. There is a presumption in favour of
protecting woodland resources. In exceptional circumstances where the loss of
individual trees or woodland cover is unavoidable, mitigation measures will be
required.

Policy NE3 - Biodiversity
All wildlife and wildlife habitats, whether formally designated or not should be
protected and enhanced in accordance with the criteria set out. Planning

permission will not be granted for development likely to have an adverse effect
on protected species.
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Policy NE4 - Green Infrastructure

Development should contribute to the creation, protection, enhancement and
management of green infrastructure, in accordance with the criteria set out.

Policy ER1A - Renewable and Low Carbon Energy Generation

Proposals for the utilisation, distribution and development of renewable and low
carbon sources of energy will be supported where they are in accordance with
the 8 criteria set out. Proposals made for such schemes by a community may
be supported, provided it has been demonstrated that there will not be
significant environmental effects and the only community significantly affected
by the proposal is the community proposing and developing it.

Policy ER1B — Extensions of Existing Facilities

Proposals for the extension of existing renewable energy facilities will be
assessed against the same factors and material considerations as apply to
proposals for new facilities.

Policy ER6 - Managing Future Landscape Change to Conserve and
Enhance the Diversity and Quality of the Areas Landscapes

Development proposals will be supported where they do not conflict with the
aim of maintaining and enhancing the landscape qualities of Perth and Kinross
and they meet the tests set out in the 7 criteria.

Policy EP2 - New Development and Flooding

There is a general presumption against proposals for built development or land
raising on a functional flood plain and in areas where there is a significant
probability of flooding from any source, or where the proposal would increase
the probability of flooding elsewhere. Built development should avoid areas at
significant risk from landslip, coastal erosion and storm surges. Development
should comply with the criteria set out in the policy.

Policy EP5 - Nuisance from Artificial Light and Light Pollution

Consent will not be granted for proposals where the lighting would result in
obtrusive and / or intrusive effects.

Policy EP8 - Noise Pollution
There is a presumption against the siting of proposals which will generate high

levels of noise in the locality of noise sensitive uses, and the location of noise
sensitive uses near to sources of noise generation.
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OTHER POLICIES
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Perth & Kinross Wind Energy Policy & Guidelines (WEPG) 2005

This supplementary planning guidance was approved by Perth & Kinross
Council in 18th May 2005.

The Council recognises that following the publication of the Scottish Planning
Policy in 2010 and 2014, it is necessary to revisit and refine the precise
wording of its supplementary planning guidance on wind energy, to ensure that
it provides the most up-to-date and helpful guidance for both developers and
the Council in its consideration of planning applications for wind energy
developments. | therefore consider that although the presence of this
document should be noted, its weighting in the determination of this planning
application should be limited.

In this particular case the site is located within a 'Broad Area of Search’ in the
Council's WEPG, where Community and Commercial wind farms will be
supported where they are consistent with the Council’s detailed Policy
Guidelines.

Perth and Kinross Council’s Guidance for the Preparation and
Submission of Photographs and Photomontages

This guidance provides advice on the selection and identification of viewpoints,
photography standards and photomontage standards.

Tayside Landscape Character Assessment (TLCA) 1999

The Tayside Landscape Character Assessment (TLCA), 1999, is published by
Scottish Natural Heritage and remains a valid baseline resource. Whilst some
of its guidance on wind energy is dated, owning to the much smaller size of
turbines considered in the TLCA, other aspects of the study remain a useful
resource.

For clarification the site is located within the Highland Summits and Plateaux
Landscape Character Type (LCT) 3.

The David Tyldesley and Associates — Landscape Study — Wind Farm
Development in the Ochil Hills and part of Southern Highland Perthshire
(2004)

This study is strategic in nature and concentrates on landscape character and
visual amenity and designations and associated policies are not taken into
account. It adopts the landscape character types identified in the Tayside
Landscape Character Assessment 1999 and divides them into smaller units.
The site is located within Unit H3 ‘High Summit and Plateau: Tay - Cochil —
Brann’.
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The David Tyldesley and Associates — Landscape Study to Inform
Planning for Wind Energy (2010)

This document informs the development of the ‘Spatial Strategy for Wind’
which will be subject to consultation and ultimately approval by the Council as
supplementary guidance. The need for the preparation of this Supplementary
Guidance is detailed in the Local Development Plan under the heading
‘Guidance to be published later’ in Appendix 1: List of Supplementary
Guidance.

At the outset, the author of the Study, states that the document should not be
used in the determination of individual planning applications. .i.e. this study will
provide only one ‘layer’ of information to inform that work.

The process of determining the methodology in this document was agreed
through a steering group and consultation with landscape consultants. The
results of that consultation can be found in Appendix A of Appendix C of the
document.

Although this document will form part of a strategic planning framework and the
report should not be used in isolation, or to ‘test’ proposed wind farm
developments, there are elements of the study which are useful in the
consideration of the application but the weighting that can be attached to this
technical report is limited.

The site lies within the High Moorland Plateau Landscape Type 3b and within
the smaller Landscape Unit referred to as 3b (v) Meall Dearg/Meall a’ Choire
Chreagaich. The operational Calliacher Windfarm is also located within this
unit.

Perth and Kinross Local Landscape Areas Supplementary Guidance June
2015

This supplementary guidance has been prepared to support Local
Development Plan Policy ER6 "Managing Future Landscape Change to
Conserve and Enhance the Diversity and Quality of the Area's Landscapes".
The supplementary guidance provides a review of local landscape designations
and received approval by Scottish Ministers on 17 June 2015 and has been
adopted by the Council from this date.

For clarification the majority of the application site is within the Local
Landscape Unit 17 — Meall Dearg and Craigvinean Forest. The southern part of
Crossburns wind farm lies within Glen Quaich SLA but no turbines are
proposed within it. The northern part of the application site also abuts two other
SLAs; Loch Tay SLA and Upper Strath Tay SLA.
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The Economic Impacts of Wind Farms on Scottish Tourism (2008)

Glasgow Caledonian University was commissioned in June 2007 to assess
whether Government priorities for wind farms in Scotland are likely to have an
economic impact — either positive or negative — on Scottish tourism. The
objectives of the study were to:

. Discuss the experiences of other countries with similar characteristics.

. Quantify the size of any local or national impacts in terms of jobs and
income.

o Inform tourism, renewables and planning policy.

The overall conclusion of this research is that the Scottish Government should
be able to meet commitments to generate at least 50 per cent of Scotland's
electricity from renewable sources by 2020 with minimal impact on the tourism
industry’s ambition to grow revenues by over £2 billion in real terms in the 10
years to 2015.

Four parts of Scotland were chosen as case-study areas and the local effects
were also found to be small compared to the growth in tourism revenues
required to meet the Government’s target. The largest local effect was
estimated for ‘Stirling, Perth and Kinross’, where the forecasted impact on
tourism would mean that Gross Value Added in these two economies would be
£6.3 million lower in 2015 than it would have been in the absence of any wind
farms (at 2007 prices). The majority of this activity is expected to be displaced
to other areas of Scotland, and the local effect on tourism should be
considered alongside other local impacts of the developments — such as any
jobs created in the wind power industry itself. This is equivalent to saying that
tourism revenues will support 339 jobs less in the Stirling-Perth and Kinross
economies in 2015 than they would have in the absence of all the wind farms
required to meet the current renewables obligation. Part of this adjustment will
already have taken place.

The research concluded that the evidence is overwhelming that wind farms
reduce the value of the scenery (although not as significantly as pylons). The
evidence from the Internet Survey suggests that a few very large farms
concentrated in an area might have less impact on the tourist industry than a
large number of small farms scattered throughout Scotland. However, the
evidence, not only in this research but also in research by Moran,
commissioned by the Scottish Government, is that landscape has a
measurable value that is reduced by the introduction of a wind farm.

Based on survey responses and research findings, the research in this report
suggests that from a tourism perspective:

o Having a number of wind farms in sight at any point in time is undesirable
from the point of view of the tourism industry.

. The loss of value when moving from medium to large developments is not
as great as the initial loss. It is the basic intrusion into the landscape that
generates the loss.
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These suggest that to minimise negative tourist impact, very large single
developments are preferable to a number of smaller developments, particularly
when they occur in the same general area.

Scottish Natural Heritage — Siting and Designing Windfarms in the
Landscape (2014)

Guides windfarms towards those landscapes best able to accommodate them
and advises on how windfarms can be designed to best relate to their setting
and minimise landscape and visual impacts.

Scottish Natural Heritage — Assessing the Cumulative Impact of Onshore
Wwind Energy Developments 2012

This document sets out methods to be used to assess cumulative impacts on
landscapes and birds.

SITE HISTORY
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Members of the Committee will be aware of the long history of wind farm
proposals and electricity infrastructure in this area of Highland Perthshire. To
fully understand how this proposal relates to these schemes it is considered
prudent to set out the history.

Section 37 Applications

Beauly to Denny Over Head Line

In July 2005, (SHETL) and SP Transmission Limited (SPT) published the
proposed route for the 400,000 volts (400kV) overhead electricity transmission
line which will replace the existing 132,000 volts (132kV) transmission line
between Beauly, west of Inverness, and Denny, west of Falkirk. In September
2005 applications were submitted to the Scottish Ministers under Section 37 of
the Electricity Act 1989, to construct and operate the line in their respective
licensed areas.

The overhead electricity transmission line between Beauly and Denny was
referred to a public inquiry in February 2007 and on the 06 January 2012 the
Section 37 application was approved. The project replaces the existing
transmission line with fewer but taller pylons; this is intended to facilitate the
growth of the renewable energy sector in the north and west of Scotland by
making it possible to feed the power generated into the wider National Grid.

Construction of the overhead electricity transmission line is now nearing
completion.
Section 36 Applications

Calliachar Wind Farm
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In February 2004 an application was submitted to the Scottish Ministers
seeking consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989, and deemed
consent under Section 37(2) of the Town & Country Planning Scotland Act
1997 for the installation of 46 wind turbines. Following the consultation
process, the applicant amended the scheme by reducing it from a 46 turbines
proposal to a 27 turbines proposal (hub height 60 metres, blade tip of 100
metres), with a revised installed capacity of 62.1 megawatts. The layout for the
27 turbine scheme consisted of a single group, generally narrowing from four
turbines across the north-western end of the site, to a line of single turbines at
its south-eastern end. All the turbines would be located to the east of the
existing overhead power line.

The recommendation of the PLI reporter to the Scottish Minister was to refuse
the Calliachar application on the grounds of the significant adverse visual
effects on Glen Quaich and on Loch Freuchie, caused by the siting of 13
turbines along the southern array.

The PLI reporter concluded that the only possible means to mitigate the
significant visual impact of these turbines would be through their removal. If
that application had been a planning application, this could have been secured
through a suitable condition. However by imposing this restriction on this
proposal, it reduced the development below the 50MW threshold for which
consent by the Scottish Ministers under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989
can legitimately be granted. Accordingly, the Scottish Ministers resolved to
refuse the application for 27 turbines in its entirety.

Griffin Wind Farm

In April 2004, in addition to the Calliachar proposal, another application was
submitted to the then Scottish Executive seeking the Scottish Ministers'
consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and deemed consent
under Section 37 (2) of the Town & Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 for
the installation of 82 wind turbines. After the consultation process, the Griffin
scheme was reduced from 82 turbines to 68 turbines (hub height of 77 metres,
with a total height to blade tip of 124 metres).

In December 2005, following receipt of the Perth & Kinross Council's objection
to both applications, the Scottish Ministers confirmed that both the Calliachar
and Griffin proposals would be the subject of a conjoined Public Local Inquiry.

The Scottish Ministers approved the Griffin development under Section 36 of
the Electricity Act 1989, and deemed consent under Section 37 (2) of the Town
& Country Planning Scotland Act 1997 in January 2008. The Griffin Forest wind
farm is now operational.

Planning Applications

Calliachar Wind Farm (PKC Reference - 07/02617/FUL)
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Following the PLI refusal of Calliachar a planning application was made to
Perth & Kinross Council in 2007 for a reduced wind farm, comprising