
The Perth and Kinross Council approach 

The Scottish Welfare Fund Team administers both DHP and SWF grants. A holistic approach is 

taken to the administration of both DHP and the SWF in this Council. The circumstances of each 

individual applicant are taken into account so that we can provide the best advice and provide 

alternative, longer-term sustainable solutions for our residents.  

This is a significant departure from the previous transactional approach of the Social Fund 

administered by the Department for Work and Pensions pre 2013/14. This allows us to take an 

early intervention/prevention approach and to ensure that we find longer-term sustainable solutions 

for the people in our communities.  

The Welfare Fund Team works closely with internal and external stakeholders to deliver the right 

advice, support and awards to the individuals and families involved, whether DHP or SWF awards 

are made or not. The holistic approach of our Scottish Welfare Fund Team was mentioned in a 

recent report by Audit Scotland. 

Taking a holistic approach is the preferred model of the Scottish Government and whilst the 
positive outcomes of such an approach far outweigh the outcomes of a transactional approach, this 
does come at a cost. However, this can prevent increased costs to the organisation at a later date 
including costs associated with homelessness, unplanned hospital admissions and foster care. 
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                                 Continued... 

Administration of DHP can: 
 
 Prevent homelessness. 
 Help people to secure and retain appropriate and sustainable accommodation. 
 Help with housing costs to alleviate hardship. 
 Help those affected by welfare reform changes to sustain their tenancies. 

Administration of Scottish Welfare Fund can: 

 Provide vital assistance to vulnerable people to continue to live independently in the 
community. 

 Provide vital assistance to vulnerable people to set up home independently in the 
community. 

 Prevent people from entering institutional care. 
 Help families facing exceptional pressure. 
 Provide assistance to those experiencing temporary financial hardship. 
 Provide assistance to those who have experienced an unsettled way of life. 

               



Perth & Kinross Council Discretionary Housing Payment uptake and awards 2013/14 to 

2014/15: 

 

Scottish Welfare Fund uptake and awards 2014/15 

Crisis grants: 
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Financial year Total 

spent 
Number of Community 

Care Grant applications 
Number of Community 

Care Grant awards 
% of successful 

awards 

2014/15 £501, 700 1235 930 75% 

Financial 

year 
Total 

spent 
Number of Crisis Grant 

applications 
Number of Crisis Grant 

awards 
% of successful 

awards 

2014/15 £154,000 3302 2473 75% 

Financial 
Year 

Total 
Spent 

Number of DHP applica-
tions Number of awards made % of successful 

awards 

2014/15 £786,649 1,782 1,412 79.2% 

2013/14 £408,000 992 790 79.6% 

If you have any queries or would like any further information , please contact: 

Nicola Sutherland, Team Leader, Welfare Rights: Nsutherland@pkc.gov.uk 
Lynn Brady, Revenues Service Manager: Lbrady@pkc.gov.uk 
Alan Taylor, Head of Service Finance and Support: AMTaylor@pkc.gov.uk  

Community Care grants: 
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