 Civil Marriage/Partnership Ceremonies within Perth and Kinross 
In Perth and Kinross we encourage you to create your own unique ceremony. It is a common misconception that a Civil Ceremony is set in stone, short or full of legal jargon. Our ceremonies are tailored to suit you. 

Your Civil Ceremony Officer will contact you a few weeks before the ceremony and give you examples of scripts, readings etc. You can then discuss exactly what you would like to make your ceremony personal and individual to you. 

Below is an example of an order of service. 

Welcome/Introduction 
The ceremony will usually start with a welcome to your guests and possibly an explanation of what is going to happen throughout your ceremony. 

Venue History 
There are many beautiful and historical places within Perth and Kinross and you may wish to have something said about the history of the special place you have chosen. 

Escort’s Consent 
Traditionally the question of who was giving away the bride was always asked. Long ago it was the custom for a young woman to be under the authority and protection of the head of the household. When she married that responsibility passed to her husband. Today we can still retain that custom but with a modern day outlook. 

The Story so Far 
You might want to include where you met, any special or funny stories etc. 

Readings/Songs 
It is lovely to involve guests and family in your ceremony by individuals doing readings or poems that you like. You might even wish to get all your guests to sing a song that means something special to the two of you as a couple. 

Below are a couple of examples of readings – one traditional and one more modern. 

WEDDING DAY 

Today is a day you will always remember 

The greatest in anyone’s life 

You’ll start off the day just two people in love 

And end it as husband and wife 

It’s a brand new beginning the start of a journey 

With moments to cherish and treasure 

And although there’ll be times when you both disagree 

These will surely be outweighed with pleasure 

You’ll have heard many words of advice in the past 

When the secrets of marriage were spoken 

But you know that the answers lie hidden inside 

Where the bond of true love lies unbroken 

So live happy forever as lovers and friends 

It’s the dawn of a new life for you 

As you stand together with love in your eyes 

From the moment you whisper “I do” 

And with luck all your hopes and your dreams can be real 

May success find its way to your hearts 

Tomorrow can bring you the greatest of joys 

But today is the day it all starts 

RULES FOR A HAPPY MARRIAGE 

If you sleep in it – make it 

If you drop it – pick it up 

If you open it – close it 

If you empty it – fill it up 

If you eat out of it – put it in the sink 

If it rings – answer it 

If it cries – love it 

Thoughts on Marriage 
You may wish to include thoughts on what marriage means to you. A brief example is shown below: 

Marriage is the promise of hope between two people who love each other, who honour each other as individuals and who wish to unite their lives and share their future together. Today --- and --- dedicate themselves to the happiness and well-being of each other, in a union of mutual caring and responsibility. 

Exchange of Vows 
You must state that you accept each other as husband and wife. You can also state that there is no legal impediment to your marriage, or else your celebrant can state that this has already been declared. 

Feel free to make up your own vows but you can also get many examples from your celebrant. One example is shown below: 

I pledge to respect and support you through our life together. I promise to nurture you and encourage you so that we can accomplish our dreams together. 

Exchange of Rings 
It is not a legal requirement to exchange rings but it is traditional. Wording can be tailored to fit the giving of one or two rings. Below is an example: 

I want it to be known to all those present, that I --- take --- to be my partner. 

I promise to cherish, love and comfort you all the days of my life. I give 

you this ring, for a ring has no end, as my love for you has no end. 

Extra Ceremonies 
Adding an extra ceremony is very popular – like including a handfasting, sand or rose ceremony. You can also include a naming ceremony within your marriage ceremony in order to celebrate a new baby or welcome an older child into your family. Below is an explanation of handfasting. 

"Handfasting" was the word used by the ancient Celts to describe their traditional trial-marriage ceremony, during which couples were literally bound together. The handfasting was a temporary agreement that expired after a year and a day. However, it could be made permanent after that time, if both spouses agreed to this. This ritual is the source of the expression "to tie the knot." Your celebrant will be happy to discuss how this ancient Scots tradition can be incorporated into your ceremony. 

Pronounced Husband and Wife 
An example of the wording that can be used is shown below. 

--- and ---, you have spoken your promises. You have exchanged the signs of your commitment to each other. It is thus with great pleasure that I now declare that you have married each other in the presence of these witnesses and you are now husband and wife. 

Signing of the Schedule/Photographs 
Closing Words 
You might wish your celebrant to state what is happening after the ceremony. It is also customary for your celebrant to ask your guests to congratulate you on the way out and to announce you as Mr and Mrs or just first names depending on your preference.
