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Planning and the use of outdoor spaces  

As we move through Phase 2 of the Scottish Government’s Route Map, we are all looking 
forward to parts of the hospitality industry re-opening with appropriate physical distancing 
measures in place.  In many cases this means existing outdoor spaces such as beer gardens 
or pavement cafes will be in use.  Some businesses will want to create new outdoor seating 
areas. 

Usually a new or extended outdoor seating area requires planning permission in advance 
but, due to the need to implement these areas immediately, when such a use is temporary 
and to accommodate distancing required by the Route Map, we will not seek applications in 
advance.  We would ask that you are thoughtful in the laying out of areas, keeping in mind 
all users of the space.  Our guidance, Spaces for People, Shops and Businesses: Guidance 
and Support for Reopening of Shops and Businesses, gives more information on the 
standards required.  It also details the support we, the Council, can give you and how you 
can help your customers.  Please be aware you may still need to comply with other 
statutory processes, for example licences for sale or consumption of alcohol. 

Please let us know if your business intends to create a new, temporary outdoor space.  This 
will mean we will can answer any questions from the public quickly and without having to 
contact business owners for clarification. Email us at 
developmentmanagement@pkc.gov.uk.  

If you want to use your outdoor space for more than six months (beyond 31 January 2021), 
or to keep it permanently, please apply for planning permission as soon as you are able.  

In a minority of cases, there may be occasions when noise, hours of operation, etc. cause 
problems for neighbours.  We may need to ask proprietors to operate differently to ensure 
neighbours are not unreasonably affected.  We want to work with businesses and the public 
to ensure that coming out of lockdown works well for the whole community. 

Further information on our services during the coronavirus lockdown is available on the 
Council’s website. 
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