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Introduction 

Outlined below is a summary of Scottish Government policy 
developments and relevant information regarding child protection. 
It covers developments that have taken place since the last 

update in December 2021. 

The National Child Protection Leadership Group 

The National Child Protection Leadership Group last met on 15 
December 2021. Members discussed a variety of areas including 

implementation of the National Child Protection Guidance, child 
protection data work, JII and Bairns’ Hoose and Unaccompanied 
Asylum Seeking Children. Professors Brid Featherstone and Kate 

Morris presented an overview of the social model of protecting 
children and facilitated a discussion with members. 

The next meeting of the National Child Protection Leadership 
Group will be on Wednesday 23 March 2022. 

Information about the role and remit of the Group, membership, 
and minutes of previous meetings can be found here: National 

Child Protection Leadership Group - gov.scot (www.gov.scot) 

If you would like to discuss further, please contact Fiona Marshall 
Fiona.Marshall@gov.scot 

Implementation of the National Child Protection Guidance 

The National Child Protection Guidance Implementation Group last 
met on Monday 24 January.  The following areas were agreed as 
areas of focus over the next 18 months, with work being taken 
forward by a combination of existing groups and new 

implementation group sub-groups:   
 

• Participation of children and families 
• Leadership 

• Pre-birth, perinatal and pre-5 

https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-child-protection-leadership-group/
https://www.gov.scot/groups/national-child-protection-leadership-group/
mailto:Fiona.Marshall@gov.scot


• Preventative and proactive early family support and GIRFEC 

• Training and workforce development 
• Neglect 
• Data and evaluation 

• 16-17 year olds 
• Extra-familial harm 

• Child protection processes 

Members received progress updates on the new IRD subgroup and 
plans for national multi-agency IRD training and the resource for 
children, young people and families.  

Two specific workstreams are being progressed to support health 

professionals in their public protection responsibilities: 

• Development of an NHS Education for Scotland public 
protection national e-learning education resource to support 
health professionals in their child and adult protection roles.  

This “Once for Scotland” approach is intended to help 
alleviate some of the current pressures on the resources of 
individual Health Boards and improve consistency and 

access to high quality educational resources across 
Scotland.  Scoping of existing education and training 

materials has been undertaken and national content is 
being developed during March.  The digital build will be 
undertaken in April and phase 1 content launched in 

April/May.  

• Development of an NHS Public Protection Accountability and 
Assurance Framework.  This framework is intended to guide 

Health Boards in the assessment of the adequacy and 
effectiveness of their public protection arrangements both 
at strategic and operational levels. Its development was 

initially considered in relation to child protection but was 
subsequently broadened to include adult protection and 

MAPPA to align with local governance and accountability 
arrangements.  The framework is being developed in 
collaboration with a range of professional groups with likely 

finalisation and publication in May/June.  

Education Scotland has established a National Education 
Safeguarding Leads network representing 32 local authorities and 

the independent schools sector. At the first meeting on 19 
January, members discussed how they would like to use the 

network and agreed that the quarterly meetings would focus on: 
opportunities to network & time to discuss ‘tricky issues’; sharing 
of good practice; updates on current issues. 

Prior to meeting in January, the network had responded to a 
questionnaire, determining their child protection priorities. The 

key themes that arose were: 



• Consistency in approaches to CP / safeguarding training / 

professional learning 

• Supervision for education staff responding to CP concerns 

• Legislative context of age – in particular around 16/17 year 

olds 

• High level messages around significant case reviews 

• Information sharing / links with GIRFEC 

The network will link with the National Child Protection Guidance 
Implementation Group. 

The Scottish Government Implementation Team are taking the 
following steps to support implementation of the National 

Guidance in the independent schools sector: 

• liaising with the Scottish Council for Independent Schools 
(SCIS) 

• engaging with HMI on how the inspection model should be 
revised to reflect the National Guidance 

• working with the Registrar of Independent Schools to 
ensure alignment with the National Guidance as he develops 
additional guidance specifically for the proprietors of 

independent schools. The Scottish Government requested 
this having considered evidence submitted to the Scottish 

Child Abuse Inquiry. The guidance is expected to be 
published in advance of the next academic year 

• Engaging with Education Scotland who are working with the 

Registrar of Independent Schools and the Care Inspectorate 
to produce support for Boards of Governors’ to assist with 

self-evaluation and monitoring of child protection and 
safeguarding practices in their own schools. This follows a 

recommendation from the independent review into the 
closure of The New School Butterstone in 2018 

The implementation team are also planning an engagement 

session with SCIS members, Education through Care Scotland, 
Education Scotland, the Registrar of Independent Schools and 

Scottish Government colleagues. This session will provide an 
opportunity to discuss the pieces of work noted above and share 
some of the challenges and opportunities that the independent 

sector faces with regards to child protection and implementation 
of the National Guidance. 

If you would like to discuss further, please contact Fiona Marshall 
Fiona.Marshall@gov.scot. 

Expert Group on Preventing Sexual Offending involving 
children and young people/Harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) 

The Scottish Government continues to progress action to deliver 
the proposals made by the Expert Group on Preventing Sexual 

mailto:Fiona.Marshall@gov.scot


Offending involving Children and Young People and develop policy 

on harmful sexual behaviour (HSB) more generally.  

The subgroup of the National Child Protection Leadership Group 
established to oversee delivery of the remaining proposals last 
met on 24 January 2022. Three work streams of this multi-sector 

HSB delivery group have been set up to progress work in relation 
to: 

• support for education, particularly professional learning 
needs. The first meeting of the Safeguarding in Education 
network took place in January 2022, with discussions led on 

the survey of safeguarding issues in education, including 
HSB, and the National Guidance for Child Protection 

• assessment and intervention for children and young people 

at risk of HSB. Development of a GIRFEC-style guidance 
document to direct professionals and frontline practitioners 

to evidence based resources is ongoing. 
• a pilot of the NSPCC HSB audit tool. Three CPCs have 

indicated interest and the audits are expected to start soon. 

For further information please contact Caroline.Lauder@gov.scot  

Implementing the Children’s aspects of the Human 
Trafficking and Exploitation (Scotland) Act 2015 

As part of the Home Office National Referral Mechanism (NRM) 
Transformation Programme, the Home Office recently launched a 

pilot programme to devolve child decision-making within the 
National Referral Mechanism to 10 local authorities across the UK, 

including Glasgow City Council. The purpose of the Home Office 
pilot is to test whether determining if a child is a victim of 
trafficking within existing child protection structures is a more 

appropriate model for making trafficking decisions for children. All 
pilot sites are now live and the pilot will run until spring next year. 

More information can be found here:  Devolving child decision 
making pilot programme: general guidance (accessible version) - 
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk).  

For further information, please contact frank.martin@gov.scot 

National Transfer Scheme 

On 23 November the UK Government announced it will mandate 
the National Transfer Scheme for an unspecified period, meaning 

all UK local authorities will legally have to accept an allocation of 
Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children under the scheme. 

Letters were then issued to this effect to every Local Authority in 
the UK and the Health Board. On the same day Cabinet Secretary 
for Social Justice, Housing & Local Government answered an 

Urgent Question in Parliament setting out her serious concern with 
the impact of the proposals on child welfare. A Cabinet Secretary 
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letter was issued 26 November to the Home Secretary which 

describes the proposals as a retrograde step creating needless 
bureaucracy and failing to support the welfare and wellbeing of 
these highly vulnerable children – a response is pending.  

For further information, please contact frank.martin@gov.scot 

Nationality and Borders Bill 

The Nationality and Borders Bill (“the Bill”) takes forward a 
number of elements of the New Plan for Immigration which was 

published in March 2021.  The Public Bill Committee has been 
scrutinising the legislation throughout the autumn and a number 

of amendments were tabled in October. This included clauses 48 - 
56 on age assessment by the UK Government to replace the 
placeholder clause 58 on age assessment included in the first 

iteration of the Bill. The Scottish Government was not sighted on 
the age assessment clauses prior to their inclusion in the 

legislation. Scottish Government Ministers have serious concerns 
about these proposals and their impact on established age-
assessment policy and practice in Scotland. Under the Scottish 

system, age assessments are carried out by Scottish Local 
Authorities with reference to relevant case-law, non-statutory 

Scottish Government guidance, the National Guidance for Child 
Protection in Scotland 2021 and the Inter-agency guidance on 
child trafficking. As drafted, the age assessment clauses could 

result in substantial changes to age assessment practises across 
Scotland and the Scottish Government is carefully considering the 

amended age-assessment clauses in the Scottish context. 

For further information, please contact frank.martin@gov.scot 

Online harms 

The Scottish Government is working closely with the Department 

for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport and the Home Office on their 
draft online safety legislation to understand how it will impact on 
Scottish interests and better protect our children and young 

people.  The draft Bill is currently undergoing pre-legislative 
scrutiny and the Joint Committee is expected to publish its report 

by 10 December.  Additionally, the DCMS Sub-committee has 
launched a new inquiry into the issues covered by the Bill.  The 
Bill is expected to be introduced in 2022. 

The main purpose of the Bill is to empower Ofcom to better 
regulate internet services and in doing so making the internet a 
safer place for users, particularly children. Key proposals include 

duties of care on providers of internet services which allow users 
to upload and share user-generated content and on providers of 

search engines which enable users to search multiple websites and 
databases. Additional duties are also placed on providers in 
relation to content likely to be accessed by children, including a 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/mandatory-participation-in-national-transfer-scheme-letter-to-the-home-secretary/
mailto:frank.martin@gov.scot
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duty to undertake a children’s risk assessment.  More information 

is available at: Draft Online Safety Bill - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk). 

For further information please contact  Jennifer.Stenton@gov.scot 

Bairns’ Hoose 

On 28th February, the Scottish Government published a revised 
version of its Vision, Values and Approach paper (first published in 

September). Our overall vision of a Bairns’ Hoose (Barnahus) in 
Scotland remains that: 

“All children in Scotland who have been victims or witnesses to 

abuse or violence, as well as children under the age of criminal 
responsibility whose behaviour has caused significant harm or 

abuse will have access to trauma informed recovery, support and 
justice”. 

Also on the 28th February, we published our Bairns’ Hoose project 

plan, which sets out  in more detail the steps we will take to meet 
our Programme for Government Commitment. 

We have appointed Val de Souza to be the independent chair of a 
National Bairns’ Hoose Governance Group.  

The focus of the Group will be to provide the necessary specialist 

input and strategic governance to promote and support the 
development of an evidence-based, comprehensive, child-friendly 

national Bairns’ Hoose model for Scotland. The Group will 
provide policy and practice expertise to support the development, 
shape testing and piloting of the Bairns’ Hoose, and offer oversight 

for the Scottish Barnahus standards development. The National 
Child Protection Leadership Group agreed at its meeting in 

December 2020 to provide overall governance of policy relating to 
children’s wellbeing and oversees Barnahus policy. 

There is a range of work underway towards delivery of this vision. 

We have commissioned Healthcare Improvement Scotland and the 
Care Inspectorate to develop Scotland-specific standards for 
Barnahus based on the European PROMISE Quality Standards 

which are based on best practice from the Nordic countries. The 
Standards Development Group was reconvened in February and  

the standards will be consulted on this summer and published by 
the end of 2022. 

We  will continue to fund Children 1st to support  and enable 

children and their families to have significant role in the design 
and development of the Barnahus model through the Embedding 
Changemakers project.  

The Barnahus Changemakers project is a participation programme 

involving children and families who have experienced care and 
justice processes. The Changemakers work will engage with and 

amplify the voices of children who have experience of child 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/draft-online-safety-bill
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protection and justice processes to be part of transformational 

change, which enables recovery from the point of disclosure.  

We will ensure the voice of the Child is represented on the 
National Bairns’ Hoose Governance group. 

For further information please contact Jack Murray-Dickson at 

Jack.murray-dickson@gov.scot  

Joint Investigative Interviews 

The National Joint Investigative Interviewing (JII) Project has 

developed a new approach to the joint investigative interviewing 

of children in Scotland, the Scottish Child Interview Model (SCIM). 

The aims of the new approach are to improve the quality of 

experience of child victims and witnesses, minimise re-

traumatisation, and improve the quality of evidence gathered 

during joint investigative interviews, allowing more scope for this 

to be used as the whole or part of the evidence in chief of a child 

in court.    

This project will deliver SCIM training across Scotland to cohorts of 
social work and police interviewers in at least 12 JII partnerships 

as part of the national roll out by 2024 and will go live with this 
new model in these areas. 

All pilot sites - Lanarkshire, North Strathclyde, Dumfries & 
Galloway and Glasgow - are now live in practice, and the first non-

pilot area – Fife - is also live in practice. These areas encompass 
nine local authorities, five police divisions and four health boards.  

In total, 48 staff have now been trained in the Scottish Child 
Interview Model for joint investigative interviewing. 

The National JII Team continue to engage with all local authorities 
and police divisions across the country who are driving this change 

and tailored implementation support is shaped through emerging 
learning. The team is responding to requests for practice support 

from local areas and this is a valuable connection from both a local 
and national perspective.  

The subgroup exploring implementation of this model in remote 

and island communities has proposed that a National/Regional 
Hub should be part of future plans and members are gathering 
relevant data to support detailed proposals. The pace of learning 

also continues to be steep, and there is a strong appetite across 
local partnerships to share learning and support each other.  

The National JII Team published a Briefing Paper in November 

2021 which captures key learning from the first two sites since 
they have been live in practice – a follow up to the Briefing Paper 
published in January 2021 which captured key learning from the 

preparatory period. For further information please contact Jack 

mailto:Jack.murray-dickson@gov.scot
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Murray-Dickson on 0131 244 6041  or Jack.murray-

dickson@gov.scot  

National Care Service Consultation 

The Scottish Government’s National Care Service consultation 
closed on 2 November 2021. Over 1000 responses were  received 

from both individuals and organisations. Independent analysis of 
the responses has been published: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/national-care-service-
consultation-analysis-responses/  

The consultation asked for the public’s views ahead of the creation 

of a National Care Service. At a minimum the new National Care 
Service will cover adult social care services. However, the 
consultation document also recognised that if we want to build a 

comprehensive community health and social care system, we 
should consider extending its scope to other groups such as 

children and young people, community justice, alcohol and drug 
services, and social work. 

A wide range of views were received through the consultation 
exercise, but overall, the majority of respondents supported the 

proposal for a NCS. The majority of respondents also supported 
the inclusion of children’s services and justice social work services 

within the NCS.  

Work will now progress to ensure there is meaningful co-design 
and co-delivery of the NCS with children and young people, 

families, and stakeholders delivering services to ensure their 
voices are reflected in the development of the NCS.  

For further information please contact Patsy.Kay@gov.scot  

Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Act 2019  

The Age of Criminal Responsibility (Scotland) Act 2019 was fully 
commenced on 17 December 2021.  This increased the age of 
criminal responsibility in Scotland to 12.  This means the children 

under the age of 12 will no longer be dealt with as criminal 
suspects, whilst ensuring that harmful behaviour of children under 

12 can continue to be investigated and that authorities respect 
and respond to the needs of victims.  

The Act is now in a 3-year review period which started on the day 
that the Act was fully commenced. As part of the review, 

operation of the Act and a future age of criminal responsibility will 
be considered and what is needed to support that.  The 

implications of increasing the age further will be assessed, 
including identifying how to ensure that the rights of victims are 
upheld and community confidence is maintained.  
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Statutory guidance has been published in relation to the use of a 

place of safety, and an investigative interview. is available to 
assist in considering the implications of the legislative change.   

If you would like to discuss further, please contact Kenzy Thomson 
(Kenzy.Thomson@gov.scot) 

Children (Scotland) Act 2020 

Two public consultations took place between March and July 2021 
- one on the registers of child welfare reporters, curator’s ad litem 
and solicitors appointed where a person has been prohibited from 

personally conducting a case themselves, and the other on the 
regulation of child contact centres.  

The consultation analysis reports were published in January 2022: 

Registers of child welfare reporters, curators ad litem and 
solicitors appointed when an individual is prohibited from 
conducting their own case: consultation analysis - gov.scot 

(www.gov.scot). 

Regulation of child contact centre services consultation: analysis - 
gov.scot (www.gov.scot). 

We published Staying Together and Connected: Getting it right for 

sisters and brothers National Practice Guidance on 26 July 2021, 
which was developed in collaboration with key stakeholders.  The 

Scottish Government continues to work in partnership to develop 
a plan to support implementation, including the formation of the 
National Implementation Group.  

The Looked After Children (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 
2021 amend the 2009 Regulations relating to two matters.   

The need for local authorities to have regard to the welfare of 
each child in relation to sibling placements and an exemption to 

the foster placement limit for emergency placements in 
exceptional circumstances for a specific child.  The Looked After 
Children (Scotland) Amendment Regulations 2021 

(legislation.gov.uk).  Further guidance relating to foster placement 
limits in these provisions, and which formed Part 3 of Staying 

Together and Connected was published in September 2021. If you 
would like to discuss the 2020 Act further, please contact 
Wendy.Georgeson@gov.scot.  

If you would like to discuss the work relating to maintaining 
children’s relationships, including siblings, please contact 

Fiona.Clements@gov.scot. 

mailto:Kenzy.Thomson@gov.scot
https://www.gov.scot/publications/registers-child-welfare-reporters-curators-ad-litem-solicitors-appointed-individual-prohibited-conducting-case-consultation-analysis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/registers-child-welfare-reporters-curators-ad-litem-solicitors-appointed-individual-prohibited-conducting-case-consultation-analysis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/registers-child-welfare-reporters-curators-ad-litem-solicitors-appointed-individual-prohibited-conducting-case-consultation-analysis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/registers-child-welfare-reporters-curators-ad-litem-solicitors-appointed-individual-prohibited-conducting-case-consultation-analysis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/regulation-child-contact-centre-services-consultation-analysis/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/regulation-child-contact-centre-services-consultation-analysis/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/103/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/103/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2021/103/made
mailto:Wendy.Georgeson@gov.scot
mailto:Fiona.Clements@gov.scot


Keeping The Promise  

The Scottish Government is committed to Keeping The Promise by 

2030, working with Local Government, The Promise Scotland, 

third sector, health boards and the care community to do so.  

By Easter, the Scottish Government will publish an 

Implementation Plan setting out its routemap to 2030 and key 

actions it will take to Keep The Promise. 

Contact – Sheree McAlpine sheree.mcalpine@gov.scot  

Children’s Rights and UNCRC Implementation Programme  

In March this year, the Scottish Parliament unanimously passed 
the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill. (the “Bill”).  The Bill 

was a landmark piece of legislation that aimed to incorporate the 
UN Convention on the Rights of the Child into Scots law to the 
maximum extent of the Parliament’s powers – signalling a 

revolution in children’s rights in Scotland. The Bill’s sought to 
empower our children and young people, to claim their rights and 

help to make Scotland the best place in the world to grow up. The 
intent behind the Bill is to deliver a proactive culture of everyday 
accountability for children’s rights across public services in 

Scotland. Children, young people and their families would 
experience public bodies consistently acting to uphold the rights of 

all children in Scotland.  

On 6 October, the UK Supreme Court judgment on the Bill found 
each of the provisions referred by the UK Law Officers to be out 
with the legislative competence of the Scottish Parliament. The 

Scottish Government is clearly disappointed by, but respects, the 
Court’s judgment.  We remain committed to the incorporation of 

the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child to the 
maximum extent possible as soon as practicable.  While the 
judgment means that the UNCRC (Incorporation) (Scotland) Bill 

could not receive Royal Assent in its current form, the majority of 
work in relation to implementation of the UNCRC can proceed and 

is continuing.  

We are urgently and carefully considering the implications of the 
judgment and how best to take that work forward. We will 

undertake targeted engagement with stakeholders before final 
decisions are made. Options need careful consideration to ensure 
that they address the areas found to be outwith competence, 

deliver the UNCRC policy and avoid further challenge. 

We are committed to a three-year UNCRC implementation 
programme in collaboration with public authorities and children 

and young people. Between now and March 2024 we will invest 
£4m per year over three years to support the delivery of a 
fundamental shift in how children’s rights are respected, protected 
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and fulfilled in Scotland. Since July, the UNCRC Strategic 

Implementation Board has been meeting monthly to provide 
strategic vision and oversight of a comprehensive, joined-up 
implementation programme.  

The Board includes representation from leaders in children’s 
rights, from public authorities and the wider third sector - 
representing the views of both duty bearers and rights holders. 

The experiences, ideas and feedback of children, young people 
and their families have been informing decision-making across all 
levels of governance through a programme of meaningful and 

inclusive participation. The Scottish Government will continue 
delivering at pace the majority of work in relation to 

implementation of the UNCRC. 

Our 19th November 2021 we published our three year progress 
report on our Action Plan on Progressing the Human Rights of 

Children in Scotland 2018-21. The Report provides a 
comprehensive review on the progress made in taking forward the 
strategic actions within the Action Plan since it was published in 

2018.  Along with this we also published our next Action Plan for 
2021-2024 which sets out what we will do in the next three years 

to further the rights of children in Scotland. 

We are clear that promoting, protecting and fulfilling the rights of 
children has never been as important as it is now, in what will be 
worrying and confusing times for many. We also realise that 

Covid-19 will be placing a significant burden on colleagues working 
in public authorities at this time in terms of both planning and 

delivery of public services and individual personal circumstances.   

In light of this, Part 3 (duties in respect of reports and other 
documents), paragraph 8, of Schedule 6 (Functioning of Public 

Bodies) of the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020, allows for Scottish 
Public Authorities to postpone publishing reports or laying reports 
before the Scottish Parliament if they are of the view that doing so 

is likely to impede their ability to take effective action to prevent, 
protect against, delay or otherwise control the incidence or 

transmission of coronavirus.  The provisions of the 2020 Act 
expired on 30 September 2021, however, a new Coronavirus 
(Extension and Expiry) (Scotland) Act 2021 came into force on 5 

August 2021 and extended the expiry date to 31 March 2022 (with 
the possibility of extending further by regulations until 30 

September 2022). 

As of 30 August, we are aware of 10 public authorities who have, 
or are in the process of, publishing their report, a number of which 

produced a joint report, and 2 who are delaying publication as a 
result of COVID-19. 



There are widespread concerns about the impact of Covid-19 and 
the response to it on the rights of children and young people, 

including by the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child who 
published 11 recommendations for governments. The Scottish 
Government has produced four reports for Together (Scottish 

Alliance for Children’s Rights) on the action being taken in relation 
to these recommendations and have committed to providing 

further updates. 

Our approach to Child Rights and Wellbeing Impact Assessments 
continues to support and inform our response to the COVID-19 

pandemic. 

In 2020, a full CRWIA was prepared and published in respect of 
the Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020. CRWIAs were also 

undertaken in respect of the Coronavirus (Scotland) (No. 2) Act 
2020; the Education (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Coronavirus) 

(Scotland) Regulations 2020; closure and reopening of schools; 
restrictions on children and young people; the Scottish General 
Election (Coronavirus) Bill, teacher and lecturer estimates - 2020 

results and the temporary closure of child contact centres at level 
4 for in person contact.   

 
The CRWIA also informed Scotland’s response to COVID in 2021, 
including in respect of the Education (Miscellaneous Amendments) 

(Coronavirus) (Scotland) Regulations 2021, the Health Protection 
(Coronavirus) (International Travel) (Scotland) Amendment 

Regulations 2021; the Coronavirus (Extension and Expiry) 
(Scotland) Bill; the Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions 
and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland) Amendment (No.21) 

Regulations 2021; the Community Orders (Coronavirus) 
(Scotland) Regulations 2021; and the Coronavirus (COVID-19): 

shielding social care workers support scheme.  
 
A list of CRWIAs prepared by the Scottish Government, including 

in response to the pandemic and the ongoing recovery, is 
available on the Scottish Government’s website. 

 
The Scottish Government has taken steps throughout the 

reporting period to raise awareness of the CRWIA process and 
materials and to promote their use across public authorities, 
including as part of visits and online meetings. This has also 

supported individual authorities in meeting their reporting duties 
under Part 1 of the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act 

2014. 
 
The Scottish Government has also continued to place a children’s 

rights awareness raising objective within the terms of grant 
allocations to third sector organisations who receive core funding 

from the Children, Young People and Families Early Intervention 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-scotland-bill-child-rights-welfare-impact-assessment/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/child-rights-and-wellbeing-impact-assessments-list/
https://www.corra.scot/grants/revision-of-cypfeif-and-alec-funds/


 
1 The Fund supports the third sector to use early intervention and prevention to improve outcomes for 
children, young people, families and communities.   

and Adult Learning and Empowering Communities Fund.1 Since 

2019, an indicator for this objective has been that organisations 
‘will evidence that they have considered the rights and wellbeing 
of children and young people by completing a CRWIA for the 

creation and development of their policies and procedures. Due to 
the COVID pandemic, it was agreed that organisations did not 

need to report on their use of CRWIAs for the 2021 report. 
Information was, however, still collected for this year and will be 
published in the 2022 report. Despite the difficulties and 

challenges many organisations have faced in light of the 
pandemic, over 80 organisations have either already begun to 

review their policies and procedures with a CRWIA or have a plan 
in place to do so for next year.  
 

In the 2018 Action Plan, the Scottish Government committed to 
developing and delivering through co-production, an ambitious 

programme to raise awareness and understanding of children's 
rights across all sectors of society in Scotland by: (1) Mapping 
existing rights-based awareness resources, programmes and 

training packages. (2) Recruiting a group of young leaders to 
organise and co-facilitate conference events and local discussion 

groups in different locations across Scotland, including 
engagement with those who are seldom heard. (3) Developing, 
through co-production, resources and training programmes to 

strengthen rights awareness and understanding across all areas of 
society, in particular where gaps or weaknesses are identified. (4) 

Working alongside Education Scotland to strengthen awareness 
and understanding of children’s rights through a range of activities 

which support the development of a rights-based culture and 
ethos in schools and early learning and childcare centres. 

Equally Safe  

The Equally Safe Delivery Plan was last published in 2017 and 

came to an end in 2021. The Scottish Government and COSLA will 

publish a new short-life Equally Safe Delivery Plan in Spring 2022 

that will run until Autumn 2023.  

This plan will build on the many achievements of its predecessor, 

consolidate existing priorities and commitments, and consider 

what needs to be achieved for the sector to fully recover from the 

pandemic. This plan will continue to be anchored by Equally Safe’s 

four key priorities: Scottish society embraces equality and mutual 

respect, and rejects all forms of violence against women and girls; 

women and girls thrive as equal citizens socially, culturally, 

economically and politically; interventions are early and effective, 

preventing violence and maximising the safety and wellbeing of 

https://www.corra.scot/grants/revision-of-cypfeif-and-alec-funds/


women, children and young people; and men desist from all forms 

of violence against women and girls and perpetrators of such 

violence receive a robust and effective response.   

We will be working closely with the Equally Safe Joint Strategic 

Board’s oversight to ensure the short-life plan continues to foster 

and galvanise collaborative working with key partners across all 

sectors. 

Longer-term, we will be conducting a wider refresh of Equally Safe 

and drafting a new Equally Safe Delivery Plan to be commenced in 

Autumn 2023. During the development of this work, we will 

consider aspects of the current Equally Safe strategy, including 

governance structures, and how they can be improved. This work 

will be conducted in partnership with COSLA, and will be informed 

by engagement with stakeholders, and people with lived 

experience. 

https://khub.net/group/equally-safe If you would like to discuss 

further, please contact Nadia Abu-Hussain on 07595 175322 or 

Nadia.Abu-Hussain@gov.scot  Kirstin.Mcphee@gov.scot 

Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 

The Female Genital Mutilation (Protection and Guidance) Act was 

passed unanimously by the Scottish Parliament on 19 March 2020 

and received Royal Assent in April. 

Due to the pressing nature of some of the issues arising out of the 

Covid-19 pandemic and subsequent lockdown, this work has been 

paused. We expect work on this to recommence in the coming 

months.  

The National Action Plan to Prevent and Eradicate FGM was 

launched in 2016 and expired last year. We will be considering our 

approach to FGM, and other forms of honour-based violence, in 

our work to refresh our Equally Safe Strategy, both in the short-

term and long-term contexts. Please see update above for more 

information. If you would like to discuss further, please contact 

Nadia Abu-Hussain on 07595 175322 or Nadia.Abu-

Hussain@gov.scot 

Support to Disabled Children and Young People 

The Support to Disabled Children and Young People Team 

currently has a particular focus on improving planning and support 
for young people who require additional support to make the 

transition from school to young adult life.  

https://khub.net/group/equally-safe
mailto:Kirstin.Mcphee@gov.scot
mailto:Nadia.Abu-Hussain@gov.scot
mailto:Nadia.Abu-Hussain@gov.scot


We understand that disabled children, young people and their 

families continue to be uniquely or disproportionately impacted by 
COVID-19. We continue to work across key policy areas to 
promote a coordinated response to the challenges facing disabled 

children and their families, and to build on opportunities to 
increase and improve support to these families.  

We recognise that there are additional costs associated with 

raising a disabled child or young person, and that Covid-19 has 

disproportionately affected this group of young people and their 

families. In response, we committed £3,854,000 to the Family 

Fund Scotland grant scheme in 2020/21, which included additional 

funds of £880,000 to meet the increased demand for support seen 

by the Family Fund since the onset of the pandemic.  

This year, Scottish Government has made a further commitment 

of nearly £3m of support to the Family Fund for 2021/22. In 

addition to this, Family Fund received a further £200,000 through 

their role as part of a coalition of national partners supporting 

Scottish Government’s Get Into Summer programme. 

 

The Get Into Summer programme took a targeted approach to 

support children and young people who were most affected by 

Covid. The Programme aim was to support children and young 

people’s mental health, improve wellbeing, encourage play and 

help young people to reconnect.  

 

As part of our commitment to improving transitions for young 

people, the Support to Disabled Children and Young People Team 

continue to work in partnership with ARC (Association for Real 

Change) Scotland to develop and deliver the ‘Principles into 

Practice’ Trial Programme in 10 Local Authority Areas. This is an 

improvement programme which aims help embed the seven 

‘Principles of Good Transitions’ into policy, planning and practice, 

and to measure the difference they are making. 

This trial aims to improve the lived experiences of young people 

(14 to 25 years) who require additional support to make the 

transition to young adult life. 

The purpose of the trial which is now entering the second of its 2-

year programme is to: 

• Support the improvement of transitions support available to young 

people and their parents and carers in the participating trial areas. 
• Test and bring the draft of Principles into Practice and associated 

resources to completion to support its implementation more 

widely across Scotland. 
 

A universal trial is being run in 8 Local Authority areas who 

expressed an interest in trialling the framework independently in 

https://scottishtransitions.org.uk/principles-into-practice-draft-framework-consultation/
https://scottishtransitions.org.uk/principles-into-practice-draft-framework-consultation/


their local area with some guidance from ARC Scotland. These 

are: Aberdeen City; City of Edinburgh; Midlothian; Inverclyde; 

North Lanarkshire; Shetland; Perth and Kinross; and Scottish 

Borders. 

Two Local Authorities were selected to run the enhanced trial 
programme; Falkirk and Dundee. The enhanced trial will take on 

additional tasks to enable the Principles into Practice resources to 
be tested, adapted if necessary, completed and shared across all 
Local Authorities.  

For further information, please contact Kayleigh.Miller-

Lambie@gov.scot  

Getting it right for every child Update 

The Scottish Government is updating Policy and Practice Guidance 

on Getting it right for every child (GIRFEC) to promote and 

support GIRFEC good practice. This will provide organisations and 

practitioners with confidence, clarity and practical support to 

deliver GIRFEC, underpinned by necessary, relevant and 

proportionate information sharing.  We will also develop 

information and guidance for children, young people, and parents. 

The public consultation on the GIRFEC Assessment of Wellbeing 

guidance ran for 14 weeks and closed 4 February 2022.   

The other refreshed GIRFEC materials (GIRFEC Policy Statement, 

guidance on the role of named person, guidance on the role of the 

lead professional, guidance on information sharing, guidance on 

the use of the National Practice Model) were subject to a 

stakeholder focussed consultation and ran for 6 weeks, closing on 

10 December 2021.  

Independent analysts have started work on responses received for 

the consultation on refreshed GIRFEC materials, as well as the 

reports received from organisations that were funded for 

engagement activity with children and young people. 

Publication of refreshed GIRFEC materials is planned for the first 

half of 2022. 

For further information, please contact the GIRFEC mailbox, 

GIRFEC@gov.scot 
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Child Criminal Exploitation  

Child criminal exploitation takes a variety of different forms. It can 
include children being forced to work in cannabis factories, being 

coerced into moving drugs or money across the country, forced to 
shoplift or pickpocket, or to threaten other young people. They 

can also be enticed or coerced into transporting drugs from one 
part of the country to another as part of a “County Line”. 

The latest National Referral Mechanism statistics reported 37 
children and young people as victims of exploitation in Scotland 

from July 2021 to September 2021.  

Given the cross-cutting nature of this policy area, links are being 
made at a policy level by Child Protection, Youth Justice and 

Serious Organised Crime Unit. 

The Scottish Government is committed to tackling any form of 
child exploitation, as set out in our National Action Plan to Prevent 

and Tackle Child Sexual Exploitation; our Trafficking and 
Exploitation Strategy; Serious Organised Crime Strategy; Youth 
Justice Strategy and our National Action Plan on Internet Safety 

for Children and Young People.  

Work on criminal exploitation is currently being taken forward by 

the Divert Strand of the Serious Organised Crime Taskforce. In all 
cases where it is suspected that a child may be a victim of 
exploitation or trafficking, the child’s safety is paramount and child 

protection procedures must be activated immediately. 

We recognise that data on how many children are currently 
affected by child criminal exploitation is required to understand 

the extent of the issue.  We will be undertaking a procurement 
exercise over the coming months for a research proposal looking 

into this issue, commencing later in 2022.   

For further information, please contact frank.martin@gov.scot 

Contact details Please see individual sections for relevant policy lead contacts and 

for general child protection enquiries please contact: 
child_protection@gov.scot. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-2-2021-april-to-june/modern-slavery-national-referral-mechanism-and-duty-to-notify-statistics-uk-quarter-2-2021-april-to-june
mailto:frank.martin@gov.scot
mailto:child_protection@gov.scot

