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Dear Mairi
Environmental Regulation at Loch Leven

| am writing to ask for your assistance in introducing adequate environmental regulation
to manage pollution into Loch Leven, Kinross.

This Council is very concerned about the deterioration in water quality in the loch, which
is one of our most important nature sites and a very popular tourist attraction. At its
meeting of 21 December 2022 the Council agreed to request action from you to help
address this problem.

Loch Leven is designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), a Special
Protection Area (SPA), a RAMSAR site (Wetland of International Importance), and a
Nature Reserve. The water quality in the loch is being adversely impacted by a number
of things, including the effects of climate change. Two factors which relate directly to
nationally-administered regulatory control are:

. The water in the loch is being enriched by phosphates entering the loch from
agricultural run-off and treated effluent from the Milnathort and Kinross Waste
Water Treatment Plants. This is leading to growing instances of algal blooms,
some of which are toxic, making it unsafe for humans and animals alike. Our
understanding is that although individual licences set limits, there is currently no
overall weight limit set on the amounts of phosphorous which can cumulatively
be deposited into the loch.

o Due to the shared sewage systems (carrying both sewage and road water) in
Milnathort and Kinross, in periods of heavy rain Scottish Water are forced to
divert untreated sewage directly into the loch. Currently there appear to be no
substantial records kept of these occurrences.

The Council has done what it can within its powers, but this is limited to introducing
planning policy and guidance, which can only address new development. The above
problems require action through other statutory frameworks, principally the
environmental regulation administered by SEPA.

This is a personal letter and not an official Council communication


mailto:glaing@pkc.gov.uk
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/

Accordingly, | request that the Scottish Government:

. Instruct SEPA to introduce an overall weight limit on the amount of phosphorous
permitted to be deposited into Loch Leven.

. Instruct SEPA to introduce tighter controls to stop Scottish Water depositing
untreated sewage into Loch Leven and to ensure that any such overspill events
are recorded and reported.

| am hopeful that this is something which you can assist with and look forward to
hearing from you.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Grant Laing
Leader of the Council

cc Kevin Quinlan, Director, Environment and Forestry, Scottish Government
director.enfor@gov.scot
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