Perth City

A different approach has been taken for Perth City, as the ward areas do not always reflect the
settlement nor the neighbourhoods within it. Perth was analysed as a whole, rather than split up
into 3 Perth City wards, and rather than the parts of it within the 2 wards Strathtay and Almond
and Earn being excluded. The Strathtay and Almond and Earn wards pick up areas of Perth west
of the A9 (please see map 2 below). Strathtay ward picks up the future long-term Strategic
Development Areas of Perth at Bertha Park, Almond Valley, and part of Perth West, as well as
the existing settlements of Almondbank and Huntingtower and Ruthvenfield which will in the
future join up with Perth. Almond and Earn picks up Perth West (although no comments were
received for this local living area). Comments relating to all of the Perth local living
neighbourhoods in Map 2 are covered within this overall Perth City summary. Further detail on
how these local living areas are defined is provided in appendix 1.

Map 1: Perth Local living neighbourhoods (also showing ward boundaries)
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This area includes the following Community Councils. We have summarised comments for
each of the Community Councils below:

Luncarty, Redgorton and Moneydie
Methven

North Inch and Muirton

North Muirton

Bridgend, Gannochy and Kinnoull
Tulloch

Letham

Perth South

Perth Central

Perth City

Place standard wheel of scores for Perth City

Perth is the administrative, cultural and commercial centre of the Perth and Kinross area and
has also become an important centre nationally for the road and railway networks. The Plan
contains long-term proposals to develop new sustainable communities on the North and
Western edges of the city (Bertha Park, Almond Valley, and Perth West) to provide a long-term
supply of development land extending beyond 2040. Perth city largely is covered by the Perth
City Centre, Perth City South, and Perth City North wards, whilst the planned new communities
lie within Strathtay and Almond and Earn wards.

We received feedback from 374 respondents relating to Perth City. In addition to the online
survey, we held 6 drop in events, and 3 in person and 1 online conversation events for the
public. We carried out 4 sessions with sheltered housing developments, and 3 school sessions
(2 primary and 1 secondary), a session with 2 minority groups (ESOL, and Gypsy Traveller), and
attended a Perth Disability Action Day. Numbers of respondents for the local living areas will be
undercounted, as many events covered multiple areas, and numbers cannot be attributed
where they did not score their local living area or if they provided general Perth comments. We
also include feedback from 2022 Culture and Sports engagement, and referred to May East’s
“What if Women Designed the City ?” which engaged with Perth women’s groups in 2022. This
resulted in feedback from the public at large as well as from the following groups:

e children and young people

e elderly

e representatives from community council, and other community bodies
e disabled

e business representatives

e LGBTQI+

e minorities

e womenissues

e otherinterest groups


https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53459/Luncarty-Redgorton-Moneydie-CC-Summary/pdf/Luncarty_Redgorton___Moneydie_CC_Summary.pdf?m=1730991537227
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53460/Methven-and-District/pdf/Methven_and_District.pdf?m=1730992955920
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53464/North-Inch-and-Muirton/pdf/North_Inch_and_Muirton.pdf?m=1730991539077
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53465/North-Muirton/pdf/North_Muirton.pdf?m=1730991539357
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53443/Bridgend-Gannochy-and-Kinnoull/pdf/Bridgend__Gannochy_and_Kinnoull.pdf?m=1730991531217
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53474/Tulloch/pdf/Tulloch.pdf?m=1730991543763
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53458/Letham/pdf/Letham.pdf?m=1730991536897
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53467/Perth-South/pdf/Perth_South.pdf?m=1730991540080
https://www.pkc.gov.uk/media/53466/Perth-Central/pdf/Perth_Central.pdf?m=1730991539750

Place Standard Scores

Note that due to the tailored nature of conversations not all participants completed scores, this
includes drop in events. Note that place standard scores are out of 7. Seven is where the least
improvement is needed, and 1 the most. Below is the overall place standard score wheel for
Perth City, of the 374 respondents, 242 respondents scored. Note that due to the tailored
nature of conversations not all participants completed scores, this includes drop in events.
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Of those 64 respondents were children and young people, and their place standard wheel is
provided below for comparison, it is notable that they feel less safe, and less positive about
work and economy, but better served by facilities and services, and find it easier to get around,
and are more positive about public transport provision probably due to free bus travel.
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Summary of feedback at Perth City level

This section is a summary of feedback for each topic/question at Perth City level for all
respondents. Please note there are references to comments from a separate Culture and
Leisure engagement carried out by PKC in 2022 where they were relevant to BPC questions. The
summary also refers to May East’s “What if Women Designed the City ?” which engaged with
Perth women’s groups in 2022.

Moving Around (3.8)

- Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith

- This comes up in terms of lack of segregated cycle routes, particularly to the city centre
from the neighbourhoods, usually mentioned in terms of the main routes into centre,
Edinburgh Road, Glasgow Road, Rannoch Road etc

- Active travel plans needed in Perth due to the dispersed nature of housing from city
centre (East, 2024)
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Also, generally condition of paths, pavements, and obstacles (cars parking on
pavements, kissing gates, steps etc) and constraints (hilly, safety, lack of signage) were
key concerns

Particular issue for elderly/disabled is unevenness of pavements and missing dropped
kerbs

Need to give pedestrians more priority at crossings

Need electric bike hubs at strategic connection points such as Perth railway station and
the inches (East, 2024)

Need more dropped kerbs

Public Transport (3.8)

Within Perth, accessibility to the city centre and reliability of service is a concern for
people living in neighbourhoods outwith
Evening and weekend bus services are also considered insufficient

In addition to reducing social opportunities for people, insufficient PT impacts on vitality
and viability of city centre businesses

In terms of accessibility outwith Perth and Kinross, lack of direct services from
neighbourhoods to Broxden is also an issue, as long-distance routes start from here
There is frustration that connections from train to bus require you to go to Mill St, and on
the lack of progress on integrated transport hub

Buses need space for both wheelchairs and pushchairs (East, 2024)

Also mentioned is the need for quicker more reliable connection to Edinburgh by train
and better PT connectivity to wider areas of Perth and Kinross

Some negative comments about bus service to other cities

Bus arm rests are the same colour as the seat making it hard for visually impaired
Ember bus to Edinburgh and Dundee is good

Children and young people like free buses

Traffic & Parking (3.4)

Traffic and safety issues are particularly experienced at Inveralmond and Broxden
roundabouts, on the A9, and on the A85/Dobbies

There are issues with parking on pavements

Some residential areas have on street parking issues/speeding vehicles/difficult streets
to cross

There is a need for park and ride facilities at Kinfauns, Bertha Park, and south of city
Mixed as some consider the parking sufficient

Mixed as others consider the parking insufficient

Comments on affordability of parking

Streets, Squares & Buildings (3.4)

Concerns include lack of dropped kerbs at suitable crossing points

Uneven pavement surfaces, and café tables also impact accessibility.
Neglect of important streets and buildings, and issues with vacancies.

Desire for use of vacant units for community use

Desire for repurposing empty properties/spaces for housing within city centre

Natural Spaces (4.8)

+

Most parts of Perth have great access to nature, and the Inches, Kinnoull Hill, St
Magdelines Hill and Buckie Braes are mentioned

Some communities particularly Letham have limited natural spaces within them
Not accessible for disabled and routes that are can have issues such as tree roots
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There is desire for more allotment/community garden spaces

0 Women want to expand food growing facilities to support health and wellbeing (East,

2024)

0 Improvement of maintenance and path infrastructure alongside the lade is suggested

0 Seeks more to be made of the River Tay, and better walkways generally

0 Desire for improving biodiversity/naturalness within open spaces (particularly from
children and young people

0 More nature on the streets is sought

Play & Recreation (3.8)
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Accessibility to the city centre opportunities is a concern for people living in
neighbourhoods outwith
Good spaces at the Inches
Good facilities including swimming pool, ice rink and foot golf
Cultural highlights include art gallery, museum, cinema, theatre
Desire for more trees, and naturalness and improving biodiversity within open spaces
Need benches/picnic areas within parks
Some good provision for football/golf is mentioned
Perth parrots LGBT floorball team mentioned by LGBT group
Need for more diversity of (skate spaces, pump tracks, horse riding, bike trails)
Children and young people request different age groups to be catered for in parks
Children and young people seek more range of leisure activities including go karting,
arcades, softplay etc
Pool, trampoline and team sports for mobility and learning disabled needed
Need to protect Dewars and Perth Leisure pool (and need for new pool are mentioned)
Need more all-weather facilities
Need school facilities open to public
Limited leisure facilities for learning disabled
One point for information sought (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Invest in Sports for health and wellbeing (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Use of common good land for facilities (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Age of facilities (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Volunteers across all sports (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
School activities for youth (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Para athletes (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Equalities Team supports inclusion (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)

Facilities & Services (4.3)

Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith
Facilities and services within the local living neighbourhoods are more limited
neighbourhoods rely on access to the city centre, and as previously mentioned there
are significant issues with public transport service (mainly regularity and reliability, and
limited evening and weekend service).

Even within city there are gaps in provision, particularly leisure opportunities, and for
older children/young adults.

Gaps in services for older LGBT adults

The loss of neighbourhood social spaces is strongly felt by women (East, 2024)

Gap in mental health services - LGBT group can’t support everyone/huge waiting list



There are issues with lack of shelter, more informal spaces are sought that do not
require money to access, and there is also a need for better signposting to activities.
There are mixed views on the range of shops, some are concerned about vacancies
Concerns about range of shops/leisure opportunities more common amongst children
and young people

Out of town retail impacts on accessibility

+ There are mixed views some consider there a good range of shops

- Cost of using venues for community groups (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)

+ Creative exchange resource - space for working with young people (Culture + Sports

engagement 2022)

+ Theatre and music —independent venues, concert hall and theatre (Culture + Sports

engagement 2022)

0 Better promotion of creative exchange in Perth and the maker spaces (Culture + Sports
engagement 2022)

0 Digital/ new technology for visitor attractions (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)

Lack of exhibition and graduate space (Culture + Sports engagement 2022)
Not enough space in shops for wheelchairs

Existing services and amenities are greatly appreciated

particularly the swimming pool, and AK Bell library.

potential threats to these services are of concern.

Also issues with access to dentists and doctors feature

Focus on Ninewells rather than Perth Royal Infirmary

Work & Local Economy (4)

Again, as previously mentioned opportunities within the local living neighbourhoods is
more limited, some areas more so than others

Neighbourhoods rely on access to rest of the city, and there are issues with public
transport service (mainly regularity and reliability, and limited evening and weekend
service)

There is concern that people leave the area/commute for further education and that
there needs to be a better link between training and job opportunities

There is a mix of views about the range of jobs, some are positive

There is a mix of views about the range of jobs, there is limited higher paid/skilled
jobs/career opportunities

Many commute for these better job opportunities

Perth is a good base for commuting

There should be more support for small businesses and startups

Housing & Community (4.4)

o O O

Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith.
Identify need for greater affordability in housing

Identify need for more smaller homes/units for older/younger people

PKC tenants need for better opportunities to swaps

Maintenance/energy performance and running costs of existing stock is also a
significant issue

Issue for LGBT is where living environment not accepting and can result in
homelessness

Micro homes could be useful for homeless people

Suggestion that reusing and repurposing will be key



Social Interaction (3.8)

Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith
Areas outwith the city centre are not considered to be well served by facilities

Again opportunities within the local living neighbourhoods are more limited, and so
neighbourhoods rely on access to city centre and rest of the city, and there are issues
with public transport service (mainly regularity and reliability, and limited evening and
weekend service)

The facilities/open spaces/events have an important role but the issues/threats to
leisure facilities already mentioned are an issue. Again, the limited opportunities for
older kids, and limited free spaces gets a mention, although the range of youth groups
and sports clubs are appreciated.

Good range of bars/cafes and music scene is appreciated

Concern about overall attractiveness of the city centre.
Social groups limited as are support groups for disabled groups and general social
groups

Identity & Belonging (3.8)
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Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith
Concern that identity has reduced over time

Events are good

Don’t use celebrities use local talent (Culture and Sports engagement 2022)

A lot of LGBT young people move away from Perth because don’t feel sense of
community

Perthshire Pride great event, but is only one day

Children and young people look forward to new City Hall museum

More events are sought.

Importance of free spaces comes up

Effort needed to attract visitors and support art and nature

Perth is considered too big to have one identity.

Some neighbourhoods within Perth have greater cohesion and identity,

Some neighbourhoods within Perth not so much identity.

Considered that Perth should make more of its history, and heritage sites

Concerns about the condition of the city centre streets and buildings, and vacancies are
mentioned.

Feeling Safe (4)

o +

Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith.
Some positive comments

Would be good to have one central safe space for LGBT

Significant concerns particularly at night

Vennels in Perth are a no go area for women (East, 2024)

Antisocial behaviour

Children and young people had more concerns about safety (largely from young people)
Flooding is an issue

Better lighting

More CCTV

Warden/police presence should be increased



0 Drainage/flood protection sought

Care & Maintenance (3)

Condition of the buildings, trailing wires, weeds, unsafe buildings and dereliction,
Other maintenance concerns related to street

Higher ground floor vacancies, gives the impression of relatively uncared for spaces,
and has impinged on the attractiveness of the city centre.

Flooding also impacts on streets and buildings

Influence & Sense of Control (3.1)

+
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Great PKC equalities unit, make a real effort to listen and take action
Accessibility to the city centre is a concern for people living in neighbourhoods outwith
Having say and being listened to can be issue due to limited active community councils
within Perth, less than half the city has an active community council, central, Perth
South, Letham and Tulloch are all without.
Itis considered difficult to influence planning decisions.
Suggestions include that a user group would be useful way to engage
Suggestion that there should be more feedback/actions taken
Children and young people suggest improved use of social media and shorter surveys
Children and young people are concerned about lack of engagement and have opinions
and ‘it will be our future’

Good assistance from local Members



Appendix 1
Perth City methodology

A different approach was taken for Perth City where these boundaries do not fully reflect the
settlement nor the neighbourhoods within it. Rather than using Community Council areas,
Scottish Government National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) says LDPs should support local
living/20-minute neighbourhoods. It was therefore considered that identifying local living areas
within Perth city (taking account of Community Council areas where possible) would be a better
focus for analysis. These areas are shown on map 1 below. Also Perth was analysed as a whole,
rather than splitting it up into 3 Perth City wards, or excluding parts of it within the 2 wards
Strathtay and Almond and Earn which pick up areas of Perth west of the A9 (please see map 2
below).

NPF4 Local Living and 20-minute neighbourhoods policy refers to access to local public
transport and safe, high quality walking, wheeling and cycling networks, and taking local context
and settlement patterns into account. The following local living areas within Perth have been
identified considering a combination of a 10 min walking, cycling and public transport distance
(using travel time map demo), neighbourhood identity, access to retail facilities/local centres,
and community council areas and primary school catchments. GP surgeries are fairly centrally
located within Perth and there are only 2 libraries so neither have a strong neighbourhood
function.

Existing communities in Perth, together with the masterplanned communities on the edge of
Perth, reflect the principles of local living neighbourhoods imperfectly, and should be
considered fuzzy boundaries. There are usually smaller neighbourhoods which function with
degree of independence within these local living neighbourhoods but mostly they share some
key facilities such as shops, or a primary school. Also, the city centre is a much smaller local
living neighbourhood, being 10 min walking distance rather than considering cycling or public
transport, but it has been kept discrete due its role serving all the other neighbourhoods.

Perth local living neighbourhoods have been defined as follows:

Gannochy, Bridgend, Kinnoull, Corsiehill, and Barnhill - Topography and lower density makes
a 10-minute walking neighbourhood challenging. It spans around 3km (majority of residential
properties are contained within around 1.6km), and residential areas on upper slopes are
outwith 10 minute walking distances of amenities. These areas function together as a
community council area, and share a primary school, and local shopping facilities along Main
St. This whole area is within 10 min travel time (cycling), and is largely within a 10 min travel time
(public transport).

City Centre — Around 0.8 km span and functions very well as a 10-minute walkable
neighbourhood with access to excellent range of community and shopping facilities although
there is no primary school provision, and instead it falls within the catchment for Inchview
Primary. Technically in terms of size the city centre could be merged with another
neighbourhood, however it doesn’t have a clearer relationship with one neighbouring area, over
another, rather it serves as the major service centre for all of Perth, making it discrete.

North Muirton, Muirton, Balhousie and North Inch — Around 3km span (although main
residential areas are within 2.4km) so significantly larger than an ideal 10 minute walkable
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https://app.traveltime.com/

neighbourhood. However, these residential areas are within a 10-minute cycle and public
transport travel time. They function together as one neighbourhood and also distinctly
separately depending on the function. They function together in terms of sharing the new
Riverside primary school. However, they function separately in terms in terms of community
council areas. Shopping facilities are shared between North Inch, Balhousie and Muirton (Asda
and Balhousie Store) whilst North Muirton neighbourhood has its own local centre at Argyll
Road.

Tulloch — Around 1.8km span (but the majority of Tulloch is within 10 minute walking distance),
whilst it all lies within 5-minute cycle and 10-minute public transport travel time. It has Tulloch
primary, a distinct identity as a neighbourhood, and has some shopping facilities at the local
centre at Tulloch Square, but also separately some shops and takeaways along Dunkeld Road
and Tesco’s on Crieff Road.

Letham and Hillyland - Around 2.4 km span so significantly larger than an ideal 10 minute
walkable neighbourhood. However, this whole area is within 10 min travel time (cycling), and
largely within a 10 min travel time (public transport). There is a local centre and primary school
within Letham, whilst Farmfoods convenience store on Dunkeld Road, and Goodlyburn Primary
school also helps serve part of Tulloch.

Burghmuir, Broxden, Oakbank, Viewlands, Western Edge, Woodlands and Cherrybank -
Around 3km span, so significantly larger than an ideal 10 minute walkable neighbourhood. This
whole area is within 10 min travel time (cycling), and largely within a 10 min travel time (public
transport). There are two primary schools within close proximity which are centrally located and
serve almost all this area. It has a post office and convenience shop on Jeanfield Road and then
Coop on Oakbank Road to serve different areas so the neighbourhoods within this area also
function somewhat independently.

Moncreiffe, Craigie, and Friarton — Around 2.8km span so significantly larger than an ideal 10
minute walkable neighbourhood. The majority of the residential areas are within 1.4 km as
Friarton is largely employment uses. This whole area is within 10 min cycling travel time and is
largely (excluding Friarton) within a 10 min public transport travel time. The area has 2 primary
schools (Inchview and Moncrieffe), and a local centre on Glengarry Road, and other shopping
facilities at Edinburgh Road (Tesco’s). The neighbourhoods within this area also function
separately in terms of walkable distance.

Bertha Park — Around 2.5km span so significantly larger than an ideal 10 minute walkable
neighbourhood, but with employment areas planned to the east, the main residential areas will
be much closer. Once developed, it will have a primary school and it already has a local centre
and this whole area should be within 10 min travel time (cycling), and largely within a 10 min
travel time (public transport).

Almondbank, Huntingtower and Ruthvenfield — Around 3km so significantly larger than an
ideal 10 minute walkable neighbourhood but main residential areas are much closer. Once
developed, this whole area should be within 10 min travel time (cycling), and a 10 min travel
time (public transport). The Almond Valley development will have local centre facilities within
Almondbank/Ruthvenfield close to the Ruthvenfield primary school, whilst Almondbank has
distinct identity, and facilities with a shop, cafes, post office and primary school.

Perth West — Around 1.5km so significantly larger than a 10 minute walkable neighbourhood.
The southern part (subject to a masterplan), identifies East and West Mid Lamberkine will both
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have their own neighbourhood facilities, but will share a new primary school. Once developed,
this whole area should be within 10 min cycling travel time.
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Map 1 on page 1 shows both community council and local living neighbourhoods, there are
correlations between them, as community council areas have been used where possible.
However, the Letham community council area has been simplified. The City South community
council area was too large so Craigie formed a local living neighbourhood together with
Moncreiffe and Friarton. Tulloch community council includes Inveralmond which it has a limited
relationship with, so Tulloch was kept separate as a local living neighbourhood. Inveralmond
instead joined up with Almondbank, Huntingtower and Ruthvenfield as a local living
neighbourhood. Central community council includes the harbour and Friarton, whereas the city
centre is discrete, and serves all the neighbourhoods of Perth, so the city centre forms a
separate local living neighbourhood. It was also decided to combine North Muirton and North
Inch and Muirton community council into one local living area, due to size, and the relationships
between these communities.

The planned communities (Bertha Park, Almond Valley, and Perth West) on the edge of Perth lie
within two wider community councils (Luncarty Redgorton and Moneydie, and Methven) rather
than having their own community council, as they are emerging communities. However, these
planned communities will form their own local living neighbourhoods. Using the Local
Development Plan Perth West allocation boundary was not appropriate however due to
significant travel distances across a largely residential area, so the area as far south as
Newhouse Farm cottage was included within a Almondbank, Huntingtower and Ruthvenfield
local living area. This split allows the residential areas of the three planned communities to be a
similar size. It also follows the boundary of the Strathtay ward. Map 1 on page 1 shows how the
ward boundaries relate to the Perth local living areas.
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